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KEEPING BAD COMPANY 


By T. DeWitt Talmage, D.D. 


“A companion of fools shall be destroyed.”—Prov. 13 :20. 

On the nights of city exploration I found that hardly 
any young man came to places of dissipation alone. Each one 
was accompanied. No man goes to ruin alone. He always takes 
some one else with him. 


“May it please the court,” said | 

a convicted criminal, when asked| of distinguished public men, am 
if he had anything to say before | | lost, and all through bad com- 
sentence of death was passed up- | pany.” 

on him—“may it please the Court,| This is but one of the thousand 
bad company has been my ruin. I| proofs that the companion of fools 
received the blessings of good par-| shall be destroyed. It is the in- 
ents, and, in return, promised to/| variable rule. There is a well man 
avoid all evil associations. Had/in the wards of a hospital, where 
I kept my promise, I should have| there are a hundred people sick 
been saved this shame, and been/ with ship fever, and he will not 
free from the load of guilt that|be so apt to take the disease as 
hangs around me like a vulture,|a good man would be apt to be 
threatening to drag me to justice; smitten with moral distemper, if) 


Prize Winner in Suord $1,000 Evangelistic 


Sermon Contest 


Talking It Over With God 


By Rev. Vance Havyner, D.D. 
, 1218 W. Market 
Greensboro, N. C. 


“And he thought within himself ...””—-Luke 12:17 
“Why reason ye among yourselves 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord.” 

—Isa. 1:18. 


The first chapter of Isaiah is, 


always contemporary in its appli-|said it long ago when Solomon 
cation. It is as up-to-date today, | wrote of a generation “that are 


for crimes yet unrevealed. I, who/| shut up with iniquitous compan- | long centuries after it was writ- | |pure in their own eyes, and yet 
once moved in the first circles of | ions. 
society, and have been the guest 


| but each one learned the vices of | 
all the culprits, so that, instead of | 
‘being reformed by in@€arceration, | 
the day of liberation turned them | 
out upon society beasts, not men. 

‘We may, in our places of busi- 
ness, be compelled to talk to and 
mingle with bad men; but he who 
deliberately chooses to associate 
himself with vicious people, is en- 
}gaged in carrying on a courtship 
4+ with a Delilah, whose shears will 
icp off all the locks of his 
strength, and he wiil be trixped 
into perdition. Sin is catching, is 
infectious, is epidemic. I will let 
you look over the millions of peo- 
ple now inhabiting the earth, 
and I challenge you to show me a. 


Ls. 


the wicked. A ‘thousand dollars 
reward for one such instance. I | 


Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage (Continued on page 11) 


| ten, as it ever Was, and never di di 
In olden times prisoners were|a nation fit the picture it paints’ 
'herded together in the same cell,| more perfectly than does modern | 


good man who, after one year, has ‘ing sores. It is a revolting picture, 
made choice and consorted with! pyt even our Lord described the 


care not how strong your char- | tures. The only adjective that fits 
| this age is the word “rotten.” God 


is not washed from their filthi- 
ness.’’ Only the presence of God’s 
| Spirit in the salt of the earth 
keeps America from total putre- 
| faction. 

Isaiah thunders against false 
religiosity, form without force, 
ritual without righteousness. Have 
we ever had more “solemn meet- 


America. The list of national condi- | 
| tions described reads like the morn- 
‘ing newspaper. God has brought | 
up a nation of rebels against | 
| Him. A generation that talks elec- 
tronics. and rides jet-propelled is. 
really more stupid than oxen and 
donkeys. They do know their mas- 
ter’s crib, says Isaiah, but people 
do not consider; they give God 
no credit for His goodness. They 
observe Thanksgiving Day, but the 
turkey is more evident than 
thaficfulness ard the goodness of 
God does not lead us to repent- 
ance. 

The prophet pictures moral and 
spiritual corruption from head to 
foot, wounds, bruises and putrefy- 


tions” 
Take the paganism out of Christ- 


do you have left? And nothing 
hinders God more in America to- 
day than a Sunday-morning Chris- 
tianity that pretends to worship a 
God it will not serve. 

Yet even in Isaiah’s day, God 
had His faithful few: “Except the 
Lord of hosts had left unto us a 
very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, 
should have been like unto Go- 
morrah” (Isa. 1:9). 
own in America today who have 
not bowed to Baal. They are a 
minority group in a pagan land. 


last state of civilization as a de- 
'caying carcass awaiting the vul- 


The Importance of 


CHRIS'S =RESURRECTION 


in the Christian Faith 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; be- 
cause we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain; 
in Christ are perished, If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”—I Cor. 15:14-20. 

“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also 
shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”—Psa. 16:9, 10. 

“Yor as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth.”—Matt. 12:40. 

“. .. and the third day he shall rise again.”—Matt. 20:19. 


Jesus Christ is alive today! He 
was crucified and buried, and 
three days later He arose bodily 
from the grave. Joseph’s new 
tomb, where Jesus had been bur- 
ied, was left empty save for the 
burial garments. Jesus straight- 
way appeared to hundreds of peo- 
ple. He appeared to Mary Mag- 
dalene and “the other Mary.” He 
appeared to Peter, then to the rest 
of the twelve, then in Galilee to a 
great gathering of over five hun- 
dred Christians, Then again James 
and all the apostles saw Him, and 


finally Paul himself saw Him on 
the road to Damascus. Forty days 
Jesus went among the disciples, 
teaching them, strengthening 
them. They felt of His body, han- 
dled the hands with the wounds 
in them, and were convinced. 
They saw Him eat and drink. He 
taught them and explained the 
Scriptures. Every doubt was 
brushed away by the evidence 
which the Bible calls “many in- 
fallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). The 


(Continued on page 6) 


We have church members aplenty 
—but I’m speaking of real Chris- 
tians. If it were not for them, 
this land would indeed be as So- 
dom and Gomorrah; it would have 
gone up in smoke before now. 

In the midst of such a corrupt 
nation, Isaiah pleads for clean- 


ings” with God absent, “vain obla- i 
of gifts without the giver? | 


mas and Easter and how much}: 


and we! 


God has His | 


Dr. Vance Havner 


sing: “Wash you, make you clean.” 
He calls for the forsaking of sin: 
“Put away the evil of your do- 
ings from’ before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil” (Isa. 1:16). Then he 
exhorts to right living: “Learn 
to do well; seek judgment, re- 


lieve the oppressed, judge the fa- 


therless, plead for the widow” 
(Isa. 1:17). Mind you, he does not 
put this first. We are not ready 
to do good until we have forsaken 
evil and have been cleansed from 
sin. A lot of poor sinners think 
they do not need to be saved be- 
cause they belong to an organi- 
zation that runs orphanages and 
helps widows. Until you have been 


(Continued on page 6) 


ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep. 


ree! Your Copy 6 
“Crossing The Deadline” 


By the Editor 


The ‘annual Letter-Month of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is now on! 
We are anxious to ‘have thousands 
and thousands of letters from our 
readers and friends. So, to en- 
:|/ courage you to write, we are hav- 
ing printed a brand-new pamphlet 

n “Crossing the Deadline.” Part 
of this was published in THE 
SworD OF THE LORD some weeks 
ago. Then it was re-written and 
greatly enlarged. The thirty-two 
large, book-size pages, with at- 
tractive cover, maroon ink, will 
be, we think, the most popular 
gift we have ever offered at Let- 
ter Month. This Bible message on 
the unpardonable sin is full of 
Scripture. It answers your ques- 
tions. It will help thousands of 
Christians to know they have not 
committed the unpardonable sin. 
It will bring solemn warning to 
liost people, and will result, we 


REE AARNE NON 


FREE—55 page book 
with every Building 
Fund Easter Offering 
of $2.00 or more. 


32-Page Pamphlet on the Unpardonable Sin; What It Is, 
Who Commits It, How to Know It, by Evangelist 
John R. Rice, Free As Air, Just Write Us a 
Letter Asking For Your Copy 


believe, in many, many sinners 
turning to Christ. We want every 
family that gets THE SWworD OF 
THE Lorp to have a copy. And all 
you need to do to get the copy we 
have reserved for you is simply 
to write and say, “Please send 
me the pamphlet, ‘Crossing the 
Deadline,’ by Brother. John -R. 
Rice.” 


You do not have to send any 
money. You do not have to buy 
anything. You do not have to 
write a fine letter nor to give any 
reason for writing, other than 
simply asking for this large and 
important pamphlet. You do not 
have to praise THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp nor to tell of anything won- 
derful that has happened in your 
home. Just write a letter and 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Wagner And Stoutenborough 
The evangelistic team of Eddie 


Wagner and James Stouten- 
borough is one of the finest you 
will ever hear! I cannot tell you 
how proud I am to have this fine 
team serving with the Sword Staff 
of Evangelists. They not only do 
wonderful work on the platform, 
but they do wonderful work off 
of the platform. Prayerfully but 
systematically they plan their 
services, organize the choir, plan 
special nights, visit from house-to- 
house and God gives the increase. 

I believe that figures are prob- 
ably boring to most of us, but I 
believe you will be thrilled to 
iknow how God is using these two 
men. For example, they were in 
a church in Detroit, Michigan, 
where ‘there were 96 conversions, 
154 rededications, and 45 family 
altars started. In October they 
were in Williamsport, Pennsylva- 
nia, where God gave them 80 con- 
versions, 38 rededications, and 105 
who started family altars. In No- 
vember they were in Havelock, 


North Carolina, where the pas-| as 


tor reported 68 conversions, 39 re- 
dedications, 
family altars. While in Springfieid, 
Colorado, there were 81 conver- 
sions, 115 rededications, and 80 
who began family altars. These 
are not reports of revivals con- 
ducted years and years ago! These 
are reports of revivals conducted 
within the past few months. 


Eddie Wagner 

Evangelist Wagner is a gradu- 
ate of the famous Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles 
pee and he has had 
ee wide experience 
in the evangel- 
istic field. Pas- 
tor after pas- 
tor writes to 
thank God for 
_ his strong min- 
istry. Del Feh- 
senfeld of Kan- 
sas City, for ex- 
ample, wrote to 
say that he felt 
Evangelist Wagner was capable of 
doing really great things for God. 
Without being frivolous, Eddie 
Wagner is good-humored and full 
of fun between meetings. He loves 
a joke and delights to show some 
unsuspecting friend his envelope 
of “snake eggs.” But there is no 
foolishness about his preaching. 
In revivals he is a man with a mis- 

sion and out for souls. 


James Stoutenborough 
Jim, Stoutenborough, the flying 
farmer, lives in Maroa, [llinois, 
and I first met him in Decatur, 
Illinois. I had gone down to spend 


a nd RO who beg3 n . “ e ; 


with me, 


ever since. 


for Christ and Jim was the song- 
leader. I'll never forget the first 
time I saw him lead singing-——he 
almost scared me to death! And 
such singing as you have never 
heard! The high school auditorium 
was filled, and how the people 
sang under Jim’s direction! Aiter 
the first service I went home with 
Jim and Joan, his lovely wife, to 
spend the night. There I met their 
little daughter, Terry Jane, and 
by the time the week-end was 
over, we all felt that we had 


known each other all of our lives. 
We have been warm friends ever 
since. 

Jim was a farmer but he felt 
he ought 


to do something tor 
Jesus. He  be- 
gan going with 
me in revival 
campaigns and 
made. himself 
useful in many 
ways while I 
taught him 
songleading on 
the side. He has 
a natural flair 


for congrega- 
tional songiead- 
ing and _ (for 


choir work. When he was first 
he mentioned Eddie 
Wagner several times. He had 
flown to get Eddie, a stranger 
to him then, in St. Louis to take 
him somewhere for a service. The 
field was muddy and Jim prompt- 
ly turned the ainplane over on 
its back! What a way to get ac- 
quainted! 


Widely Used of God 


As soon as Jim felt he was 
ready, he went to join Eddie Wag- 
ner, and they have been together 
God has used these 
men widely from coast to coast. 
For one-night services they have 
been in the famous Church of the 
Open Door, in Moody Memorial 
Church and for revival campaigns 
they have been in both large anil 
small places all over America. 

Will you please pray for these 
men as God lays it on your heart? 
If they can be of help to you, please 
let me know. Whether your church 
is large or small, they will be 
glad to come to you for a revival 
campaign as time permits and as 
the Lord leads. As director of the 
Sword Staff of Evangelists, their 
dates are cleared through my of- 
fice. But if you would jike to write 
them direct you may do so. Write 
Evangelist Eddie Wagner, 7 Quil- 
len Ave., Rt. 1, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. If the Lord leads them 
to come to you it will strengthen 
your church and 
your friends and loved ones to 


help you wim 


THE 


EDITOR'S 


Notes 


by John R. Rice 


Dr. Vance Havner Featured 
Preacher This Week 


Most preachers do not work 
enough on a sermon, They may 
work on the outline; they may 
plan the illustrations and the con- 
clusion; but generally preachers 
do not work out carefully the 
wording of their messages. Let 
every preacher take to heart the 
example of Dr. Vance Havner in 
the remarkable sermon published 
this week in THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp, “Talking It Over With God.” 

Dr. Havner is a dear friend. We 
have been frequently together, and 
the editor values his friendship 
very much. He depends not as 
much upon gesture and pounding 
the pulpit. as upon keen words, 
carefully-selected sentences, and a 
burning message from the heart. 

Dr. Havner lives at Greensboro, 
North Carolina. He is the author 
of eleven books, entitled By the 
Way, That I May Know Him, 
Jesus Only, Pleasant Paths, It Is 


Like a River, Consider Him, Rest 
Awhile, Road to Revival, The Sec- 
ret of Christian Joy, all published 
by Fleming H. Revell. 


Christian Doctor, Soul Winner, 
Bible School President 
Yes, Dr. Walter Lewis Wilson 
is a physician, a preacher, a per- 
sonal soul winner, and president 
of Kansas City Bible College. 


of Salvation.’ 
Dr. 
warm-hearted and brotherly of 


men, and his friendship is a trea-| 
P 'his, family carried the 


load of the Sword of the Lord and. 


sure. Once in Dallas, Texas, Mrs. 
Rice and I ‘had him in our home 
for dinner. We had fried chicken, 
corn on the cob, and other deli- 
cacies for our famous and be- 
loved guest—and it turned out 
that he had just had his teeth 
pulled, and could eat only soup, 
ice cream and.maS$hed potatoes! 

Dr. Wilson is the author of 
several books on soul Winning, in- 
cluding Strange Experiences of a 
Doctor, Strange Stories, etc. He is 
the author of some animal stories 
run in THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
serially, is a very popular 
conference speaker. He is of Ply-| 
mouth 
am sure his sermon last 
helped many. 


Over 4,000 People Blessed By 
Sw ord Book Club; Why 
Not You? 


The editor is director of the 
Sword Book Club. Mrs. Margie P. 
McCall is assistant director. The. 
judges who select the monthly 
first selection, and rate the books | 
used as alternates, are as follows: 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, presi- 
dent Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ttlinois; 

Dr. Henry Hepburn, devoted and 


week 


or more during the year. 


Wilson is one of the most | 


| help 


Bible 


Brethren background.. 1) 


which are allowed to come are to 


be paid for within seven days. 
No one obligates himself to buy 

more than four books per year 

from ‘the Sword Book Club. He 


may buy as many as he wishes. 


There will be twelve monthly se- 
lections and perhaps thirty-six al- 
ternates, from which the may 
choose the books ‘the desires, four 
The 
alternates-include fiction, juvenile 
books, Bible study books, Christian 
reference books, etc. Every Chris- 
tian who reads ought to read at 
least four books a year and can 
find what he wants in those offer- 
ed by the Sword Book Club. 

Savings? Yes, sir! First, every- 
one who joins the Sword Book 
Club gets one free book along 
with the first book he buys. There 
are no fees for joining, and no 
charges for the monthly Book 
Club News. They are free. Then 
with every fourth book purchased, 
A Book Club member gets a free 
dividend book, usually of his own 
choice from selected lists. So for 
the first four books purchased, a 
Book Club member gets two books 
free; 


he is a member, ‘the receives one 


‘free dividend book with every 


fourth book purchased. You get 
the advantage of the fine reviews 


Pime! By the Still Waters, Peace | 2nd the ratings of current Chris- 


tian books by these eminent and 
famous judges. You never get a 
bad book, never get ‘a trashy book, 
never get one unsound on principle 
doctrine. Surely this is the best 
way to buy Christian books. See 
advertisement in this issue, special 
Letter Month offer, take advant- 


age of the offer and belong to the) 
Sword Book Club. We are glad: 


to give any further information. 


A Dollar-A-Month Club For 
Sword Building Fund 


For long years the editor and 
financial 


all its good soul-winning, mis- 
sionary, revival-stirring work. Now 
the work has grown so large, and 
helps pastors and churches and/| 


and thereafter, as long as| 


Don’t let your sub- 
scription to THE 
SWORD of the LORD 
expire! Watch your 
label! 

3-53 is 
_ the danger signal! — 


Will you undertake to send’ 
$1 per month to the Sword Build- 
ing Fund? We will not regard it 
as a binding pledge. Your agree- 
ment would stand only until you 
decide to change it and notify us. 
But we hope you will tell us 
if you will undertake to send 
at least $1 per month to the 
Sword Building Fund. We are 
paying out the new Singspiration 
building which we entered Octo- 
ber 1, 1952. We plan a large new 
building to house all our office 
activities soon. We will need a 
printing plant. We will need some 
capital investment. We trust God 
will put this matter on the hearts 
of thousands and that they will 
regularly help carry this burden 
just like they help carry the bur- 
den in their own church, and with 
other mission causes which are 
worthy of good Christians’ sup- 
port. 


Beware! Socialists Still Want 
to Take Over the U.S. 
The greatest flood of mail we 


have gotten over any one article 


Write Sword Book Club, Wheaton, 
Last week we published his prize- | Illinois. 


winning sermon, “The Simplicity | 


published in THE SWorRD OF THE 
LorD for years came after the edi- 
tor’s articles on “Stealing the 
Steel Mills.” In the first article, 

and the second articles, and in our 
answers to letters on this question, 
we tried to show how the social- 
ists are stealing away the liberties 
in America and how-the New 
Deal - Truman - Socialist Adminis< 
tration was endangering every- 
thing precious to America. The 


Christians in so many ways, that | Socialist forces are still pressing 


we must allow others to get part! 


of, the blessing and help carry this | 


load. One godly Christian man) 


‘hard to capture the Eisenhower 


Administration, Everybody wants 
a handout from the government, 


gives $50 monthly to the Sword| to be paid for by high taxes on 
Building Fund. Others give regu. | others. The constant tendency is 


lar amounts, noble gifts, which) 
tremendously. 
'for masses of Christian workers, | 
the best plan is to set out to give) 
‘$1 a month to the Sword of the) 
Lord Building Fund, and ‘ater, to/| 
other parts of our work. Please | 
consider the wonderful advantages | 


of this dollar-a-month plan. 

(a) Nearly anybody can do it. 
The mechanic, the farmer, the typ- 
ist, the housewife, the high school | 
student—nearly anybody can save | 


for the government to seize more 


But we ‘feel | power and take away liberties of 


its citizens. We have printed these 
‘articles and comments and let- 
ters pro and con in a pamphlet 
of sixteen large pages, double 
column, entitled, “Stealing the 
'Steel Mills.” Why not send for 


/your copy. 10c a copy; 15 for $1 
|as long as they last. Write Sword. 


'of the Lord, Wheaton, Llinois. 


Easter is Coming; Hence Bible 
Study and Preaching on 


| up $1 a month for this great.soul- | 
| winning, revival-emphasis work. | 


| (b) One dollar a month from | 
‘any average Christian will not af- | ful fifty-five page pamphlet, with 
‘fect nor harm other Ghriatui! two-color cover, selling for 50c, 
|'work which he ought to support. | 0M The Resurrection of Jesus 
|One can give ‘to the support of his | Chrvet. This week we are publish- 
own church, and to other mission- | | ing part of that pamphlet on “The 


the Resurrection 
We have had printed a beauti- 


ary causes, and still send $1 every 


— 
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a week-end with Decatur Youth! Christ. 
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Newton, 


well-known Presbyterian pastor, |™0nth to the Sword of ‘the Lord. | 


Chicago; 

Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., president of 
Bob Jones University, Greenville, 
South Carolina; 

Dr. John L. Hill, long book edi- 
tor for Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, now South-wide 
conference ground director for 
Southern Baptists, Nashville Ten- 
nessee; 

Dr. T. Roland Philips, famous 
pastor of Arlington Presbyterian 
Church, Baltimore; 

Dr. Lee Roberson, pastor High- 
land Baptist Church, president 
Tennessee Temple Schools, Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee; 

Evangelist Bill Rice, associate 
editor of THE SwWoORD OF THE LorpD, 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and 

Editor John R. Rice. 

Over 4,000 people are regular 
members of the Sword Book Club 
and getting tremendous benefits 
from it. The plan is very simple. 
Every month we send out a little 
magazine, The Book Club News, 
to all the members, It describes 
fully the month’s choice selection, 
and several alternates. If the 
member wishes .to receive the 
monthly selection, he does noth- 
ing; the book comes automatically 
to his address. If he does not want 
the monthly selection, or if he 
wants an alternate, or more, he 
sends in the rejection slip we 
furnished, properly marked. Books 


ing when one feels’ speeilally 
moved, is not very reliable giving. 
One ought to prayerfully settle 
certain duties as a matter of con- 
viction. He should decide what he 
should support, by the Spirit's 
leading, and with consecrated 
judgment of what is the will of 
God. Then he should be regular 
and systematic in carrying out the 
decision he makes. It is better for 
the Christian to give regularly. 
It comes easier, it is a matter of 
more joy. It is far better for the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation to 
have friends who give regularly 
and systematically, than to have 
to put on high pressure pleas for 
help from time ‘to time for the 
great work that God has put in 
our charge. Regular giving is 
much better. 

(d) The dollar-a-month plan 
does not prevent people giving 
more as God provides and puts 
it upon their hearts. The editor 
and his wife give more. So do 
Dr. and Mrs. McCall. So does 
the good businessman who sends 
$50 per month for our Build- 
ing Fund: Those who feel ‘they can 
and should will send $5 per month, 
or $10, or more or less. But for 
many thousands of people, the dol- 
lar-a-month: plan is the simplest 
and best. 


- 


(owe ht an ae A I, ITY BP ce org + & tarmen 


| tion.” 
(c) There is great value in reg- | will publish more of it on “Many 
ular giving. Spasmodic giving, giv- | 


Importance of Christ’s Resurrec- 
Next week, God willing, wea 


Infallible Proofs of Christ’s Resur- 
rection.” The following week we 
plan to print a great sermon by 
the late Dr. B. H. Carroll, the 
founder of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, eminent _ 
Southern Baptist ‘theologian, on 
the ressurrection of Christ. 


But we want you to have the 
editor’s pamphlet on The Resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ, a beauti- 
ful Easter book with two-color 
paper cover. We will send it ab- 
solutely free with every $2 gift 
to the Sword Building Fund for 
our Easter Offering. 


We desperately need $18,500 in 
the Sword Building Fund Eastér. 
Offering. We have payments to 
make on ‘the new Singspiration’ 
building, we have $4,200 borrowed 
from our General Fund for the 
Building Fund which must be paid. 
back. Can you help in tthe Easter 
Offering for the Sword Building 
Fund? We trust you will pray, 
that God will put it on your heart 
to help, And tthe beautiful Easter 
pamphlet, The Resurrection of 
Jesus Ohrist, by the editor, will 
be sent absolutely free with every 
gift of $2 or more to the Sword 
Building Fund which arrives by 
Easter Sunday. Write Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, and 
enclose a Building Fund offering 
as God puts on your heart. 
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Page Three — 


By Craig ese 


THE 


STORY UP TO DATE: Young Jeff Lockwood, 


16, has 


joined a wagon train into western New York State with the Watson 


family during revolutionary days. 


He thinks his father, who disap- 


peared in the wilderness a year earlier, is still alive. Mr. Watson plans 
to work as a missionary among the settlers and Indians. Traveling 
with them is Car] Ives, famous Scout. Last week, preroup of Indians 
found them camped and picked up the trail. After a desperate 
race, Carl tells Jeff to take the wagon alone to the fort as a trap, 
while the rest of the family hides and escapes. One Indian boards the 
wagon and they fight fiercely. But the oxen keep moving and shots 
from the stockade, now only 50 feet away, enable Jeff te fight off his 
attackers. Battered and hurt, Jeff makes it with the wagon into the 
stockade. But his friends are still somewhere outside, 


CHAPTER 7 


“He’s A Traitor!” 


When Jeff awoke from restless 
sleep in midafternoon the rain had 
stopped; and the sun was out, 
already at work drying the coun‘- 
less puddles in the Killypox stock- 
ade. 

He ran his fingers along his stiff 
neck. How it did ache! Not only 
his neck, but also his shoulders, 
arms and legs. He ached all over 
for that matter, a dull tired feel- 
ing that made him just want to 
lie quiet like forever. 

Opening his eyes, Jeff saw a 


robust, stout woman sitting by his 


side. She shook a leafy maple 
branch over his head and smiled, 
“The flies are a mite bad. Black- 
smith’s shop draws them over yon- 
der, so I figured with nothing else 
to do I’d shoo them away awhile.” 

Jeff opened his lips to tell nis 
thanks, but no words would come. 
“You just lie still. Don’t bother 
yerself about nuthin’. Old Sadie 
Terwilliger will care fer ya,” the 
woman purred softly. 

He watched her leave the tiny 
room, but she returned a moment 
later with a wooden bow! of 
steaming broth. “Here sip this up. 
It'll sooth that inside of yours and 
perk ya up.” Jeff tried to smile 
while the woman ladled spoon- 
ful after spoonful down his sear- 
ing throat. 

“I Jooked ya all over and ya 
don’t appear busted up much. Just 
that gash on yer head which ain’t 
nuthin’, and those finger marks 
around yer neck. "Pears like the 
redskin aimed to twist that curly 
black scalp of yours plumb off by 
the looks of things.” 

Jeff heard his reply, hoarse and 
only a whisper, “He sure tried.” 
Then the question that plagued 
him was out, “Did the men bring 
in Carl Ives and the Watson fam- 
ily?” 

The old woman let her face 
show the answer. The tired wrin- 
kled lines seemed to multiply 
around her thick lips, “No, they 
ain't found nuthin’ yet. The first 
party come in hours ago and said 
not a ‘track was seen. They went 
out again, but ain’t back yet.” 

Struggling against the pain, Jeff 
raised himself to a sitting posi- 
tion. “I’d better go see the Cap- 
tain and tell him I’m going out. 
I know just where they'll be.” 

He swung his legs over the cot 
and stood up, but only for a sec- 
ond. His wobbly legs wouldn't 
hold. 

‘““Pears like you ain’t goin’ no 
place. Here, sit in the doorway on 
this bench. “That warm sun will 
do ya a heap of good.” 

Powerless to do anything else, 
Jeff sat looking over the ‘largest 
stockade he had ever seen. Sheds 
lined the inside walls where at 


least fifty cows were tied, along 
with horses, goats and a few don- 
keys. A log sty was filled with 
grunting pigs and another housed 
sheep. 

Women and children swarmed 
all over the place. A game of iag 
was in full swing among the 
younger boys and girls. Some of 
the women chatted, while others 
busied themselves churning but- 
ter, sewing, pounding corm or 
cooking over the fire pits. 

Above, on the lookout ramps, 
he could see frontiersmen sta- 
tioned, muskets ready. The woman 
answered the questioning in his 
mind. “I guess it seems like a 
heap of folks to you. There’s a 
reason. These red raiders have 
been plaguing the woods fer the 
last two weeks. Most every cabin 
within three miles is burnt out. 
There’s been killing and there’s 
been a heap of folks carried away 
captive. Most everybody is stayin’ 
here now. It’s thicker with peo- 
ple than a bean plant is with bee- 
tles, but it’s safe.” 

A crowd of young people caught 
Jeff’s eye. He wondered at what 
was drawing their interest until 
he saw the Mohawk tied up 
against a pole, his red face still 
smeared with clay, but now mixed 
with a generous amount of blood. 
I wonder how much of that is 
mine, Jeff thought. 

The Watson wagon stood just 
inside the door where he had left 
it. The two oxen were unyoked 
and the injured one was lying 
down while a man covered the 
wound with grease to keep the 
flies away. 

“I’m the caretaker of the sick,” 
the woman smiled. “This here 
place you was in is what I call 
my hospital. ’Tain’t large, but that 
mattress you was on is filled with 
wild Canadian goose feathers and 
I always say there’s nuthin’ bet- 
ter’n a good comfortable sleep to 
help the sick.” 

To the right of the tiny one- 
roomed log hospital stood a bark- 
roofed longhouse with three chim- 
neys rising above the roof. Jeff 
knew this to be the place where 
the women and children stayed 
during a raid. . 

Beyond that place stood several 
smaller cabins where the regular 
residents of the fort lived. Direct- 
ly across from the main block- 
house stood a double-doored build- 


ing. Black smoke curled from the. 


chimney and a noisy clanging 
made him wonder. 

‘Again the woman saw the ques- 
tion in his face, ‘““That’s the black- 
smith shop. Jedson Loon runs it.” 

“Miss Terwilliger—” Jeff began, 
but the woman stopped him, 

“Not Miss, young feller, I’m 


Mrs. My man was out in the hay- 
field last June. I was choppin’ 
kindlin fer the fire when I heard 
his shot. I looked up and seen a 
redskin drop in his tracks by the 
edge of the woods. Then my man 
comes tearing towards me, but he 
never did git thar. A arrow 
smacked him ’tween the shoulders 
and he tumbled headlong. That’s 
the last I ever seen of him. I 
dodged behind the house, knowin’ 
there was nuthin’ I could do, and 
crawled up on our horse and came 
to Killypox. The redskins was 
afoot so’s they didn’t git me. Next 
day some of the fellers here went 
over and buried my man. That's 
why I’m Mrs.,” the woman’s face 
showed her everlasting sorrow. 


Jeff forgot his question and 
stared moodily at the pall of 
smoke from the blacksmith shop. 
Captain Snow, atop the block- 
house, bellowed, “Here comes the 
search party, but they be alone.” 


The gate opened and the men 
filed in dejectedly. Jeff walked 
painfully to meet them. One little 
runt of a man, with long, dirty 
yellow hair matted over his nar- 
row brow, said to Captain Snow, 
“We followed that stream fer 
three miles to the north and all 
the way to the river to the south 
and didn’t see nuthin! Maybe that 
kid was lying when he said there 
was them others with him. I can't 
picture Carl Ives gettin’ caught 
by redskins.” 


“No, Lumberkin, the kid’s tell- 
ing the truth. I looked over the 
wagon and found Watson’s name 
in a Bible. Besides, Carl Ives’ pack 
sack was on top. His initials are 
burned in the leather.” 

“Well, anyway, they ain’t out 
there as we could find,” Lumber- 
kin insisted. 


Captain Snow noticed Jeff, 
“Hello, thought you'd still be tak- 
in’ it easy. How you feelin’?”’ 

“IT ache all over a little, but it’s 
not so bad,” Jeff paused. Then he 
said, “Captain, I’m going out for 
them.” 

The white whiskers popped up 
with the brisk answer, “I’m Cap- 
tain here. You'll not move from 
this place.” The man walked away 
leaving Jeff alone. 

Be abr Jeff returned to the 
ae at the hospital door only 


ros Wetiner there holding a month 
old baby. “I’m sorry yer folks ain’t 
found, but keep hopin’, maybe 
they'll turn up. Say, I guess you'll 
have to find somewhere else to 
stay. This here baby’s Mom is 
layin’ on the feather mattress. 
She’s took awful sick with the 
back complaint. Try the black- 
smith shop. Most folks don’t like 
to sleep there cause of the smell 
and flies, but Jedson Loon stands 
it and a young feller like you 
should be able to last out a night.” 

Later Jedson Loon nodded to 
Jeff, but finished pounding a horse 
shoe into shape before he lowered 
the hammer. “You feelin’ better?” 
he asked. 

“Some. Mrs. Terwilliger sent 
me over. The hospital cot’s taken 
and anyway, I’m not so bad off 
I need the feather bed. I was won- 
dering if I could put up here for 
the night.” 


Jed Loon grinned, “If you can 
gtand the smell it suits me. I 
don’t mind it, but some does.” 

The shop held the peculiar odor 
of burned hoofs and scorched hair. 
The smoke from tHe hand-pumped 
bellows clung to the rafitered ceil- 
ing in a smudgy fog. Hundreds of 
flies hummed about the place. 
The white horse haltered near the 
door stomped his feet, quivered his 
skin, and flisked his tail constant- 
ly to drive the nipping pests away. 

Jeff walked to the wagon, found 
his blankets, and laid them on the 
floor behind a junk heap of horse 
shoes and leather. Two red-coated 
deer mice scampered away when 
he moved a plank to make room 
for the bed. What with the flies 
and mice I'll not be lacking for 
company, I guess, he thought. 

“If you want to be useful, you'll 
tackle that heap of old horse shoes 
and divide them up according to 
size. I ain’t had time fer a month 
to do nuthin’ but shoe horses and 
repair muskets. If I was takin’ 
money fer my labor I’d be rich,” 
the smith said, lifting up the white 
horse’s left forefoot to fit the 
metal. 

Jeff complied with the sugges- 
tion, anxious to rid his mind of his 
troubled worry about the miss- 
ing travelers. At six, a cowbell 
clanged and he walked with Jed 
Loon to the long-house for supper. 


ind the gigantic form of Sadie 


Piping hot corn meal bread and 
venison stew were dished out in 
generous helpings. Every mouth- 
ful made his throat sting, but his 
hunger urged him to empty the 
plate. 

At dusk the smith took his po- 
sition on the ramp for guard duty. 
Jeff curled up on the blanket 
amid the heavy smells. He heard 
the noise of the. others making 
ready for the night, wondering at 
the calmness with which they ac- 
cepted the disappearance of his 
friends. 

“I suppose you get used to sor- 
row and calamity after a while,’ 
he told himself. 

Prayer filled his mind for the 
next half hour. Prayer, not only 
for the Watsons and Carl] Ives, 
but also for his father, mother and 
sister. Albany seemed a faraway 
place. He wondered idly if he 
would ever walk the city streets 
again, or see and smell the bread 
dough laid in the ovens by his 
mother, or taste the maple sugar 
cookies, fresh and sweet. He re- 
membered the happy years before 


the war when his father drove 
around the city with bread and 
cake for sale. 

A shout interrupted his 
thoughts, ‘“‘SSomebody’s coming up 
the river!” Captain Snow boomed 
from the blockhouse. 

“Who's there?” rang out an- 
other voice. 

“Carl Ives and party!” Jeff 


heard the distant reply with a 
rush of joy. 


“Your father is a traitor,” 
Snow with scorn. 


said Captain 


Leaping to his feet, despite a 
twinge of pain, he hastened to the 
gate. He heard it swing open and 
then the shuffle of footstéps told 
him Carl and the Watsons were 
coming in. 

The first words came from Mr. 
Watson, “Did Jeff get the wagon 
through? Is he all right?” 

“A young feller brung a wagon 
and he also brung in a redskin he’d 
captured,” Captain Snow  an- 
swered. 

“Here I am,” Jeff said in the 
darkness. He felt Carl’s arm circle 
his neck affectionately. 

They gathered in the blockhouse 
where several candles were lighted 
after the door was closed to keep 
in the telltale rays. Jeff sat on 
one side while the Watsons and 
Carl ate their first food since 
early morning. 

Maud sat near him and said, 
“Jeff, we thought surely you were 
dead. After we hid in a clump of 
bushes overhanging the stream we 
saw three Mohawks chasing you. 
Then we heard shots, two of them 
close together, and then silence. 
It was terrible out there wonder- 
ing what happened.” 

“Those two shots were fired at 
me, but the redskin’s aim was 
‘way off. But what happened to 
you? Two searching parties went 
out and returned with no signs 
of your trail.” 

“Well, we waited for an hour 
after the shots and then moved 
downstream, still-walking in that 
icy water, until we came to the 
river. Carl led us along the bank 
for about a mile and then we 
stayed in a blackberry thicket 
the rest of the day. Poor little 
Pam cried most of the time, she 
was so hungry. I expected to see 
the Indians come any minute.” 

“I can tell you it wasn’t plea- 
sant just waiting here, thinking 
you were taken captive, or mabe 
even scalped,” Jeff shuddered. 

While Jeff had been talking to 
Maud, Captain Snow told about 
his wild ride. Carl called, “Jeff, 
that was some experience you had. 
That’s the kind of courage that’ll 
someday make this wilderness safe 
for the settlers.” 
| Inwardly Jeff felt pride well up, 
but remembering his. terrifying 
fright while the chase was raging, 
shame replaced his pride and he 


was glad for the dim candle light 
that hid his flushing face. ; 

When Jeff left his bed in the 
blacksmith shop for breakfast the 
next morning his neck still gave — 
him trouble, but it was some bet- 
ter, 

He found that Maud had saved 
a place for him at the long table. 
Captain Snow and Lumberkin | 
the scout sat nearby. The conver- 
sation drifted, as most conversa- 
tions did in the 1770’s and 80's, to 
the raging war between the set- 
tlers and the English. 

Captain Snow’s rollicking boom- 
ing voice filled the entire building. 
He brought his fist down so hard 
on the table the wooden bowls . 
danced. “Never!” he shouted. 
“Never will I pay another cent 
in taxes to them English. Them 
fellers who dressed up like In- 
dians in Boston in 1773 and tossed 
three hundred and fifty chests of 


tea into the bay had the right 
idea,” his eyes glowed with the 
thought, “Oh, how I wish I had 
been with them.” 


“T'll be so glad when we're at 
peace again,” Mrs. Watson sighed 


wistfully, looking at Pam. 
Lumberkin told her, “Mrs. 
Watson, don’t you worry none. 


That cabin yer husband built last 
year is still standin’. I see it the 
other day when I was up there.” 

Mr. Watson looked surprised, 
“Well, I never expected to hear 
that. I thought everything was 
burned out.” 

“Well, your land lies off the 
traveled path somewhat and 
you’re hemmed in ‘by mountains 
except on the south side. Them 
English and Indians never thought 
to look up there, I figure.” 

“Do you suppose it would be 
Safe to go up there now?” Mr. — 
Watson asked. “The planting sea- 
son’s getting late and I want to 
put in crops on that acreage I 
cleared last year.” 

“I wouldn’t chance taking the 
women folk up there. There hasn’t 
been two days the last month that 
Indians ain’t been in this section. 
The only safe place is right here 
in the fort. With that cannon we 
have atop the blockhouse they’re 
scared to death to attack us,” . 
Captain Snow pointed out. 

“If you want ter git a crop this 
year, you'd better git up thar and" 
work,” Lumberkin muttered over 
a bow! of gruel. 

“Take Jeff along with you, and 
when I get back from scouting the 
English forces up toward Niagara 
Falls I'll come give you a hand,” 
Carl suggested. 

Jeff spoke, “I'd like to, but I 
must push on to Fort Stanwix.” 
“Why?” Captain Snow asked. 
“Well, sir, I've come from Al- 
bany on a mission. You see, sir, my 
father last spring promised to re- 
turn in the fall, but up to now 
not a single word has been heard 

from him.” 

Jeff noticed Carl Ives stiffen 
and give his entire attention to 
buttering a piece of corn pone. 

Captain Snow leaned forward 
and stared at Jeff, “Say, what 
did you say your name was?” 

“Jefferson Lockwood.” 

“And what was yer father’s 
name?” 

“Samuel Lockwood.” 

The answer charged the group. 
Lumberkin half rose to his feet, 
an angry scowl] fleeting his face. 
Captain Snow shoved his plate 
away and snorted in open disgust. 
Even Carl Ives acted strange. 

“You'll not be needin’ to go 
further to git word of him,” Lum- 
berkin whined sarcastically. 

Hope flooded Jeff, but hope 
faded and failed a moment later 
when Captain Snow pushed back 
his bench and rose to his feet. 
His eyes blazed angrily, and the 
chin whiskers jutted and popped 
as he rasped in disgust, “Yer fa- 
ther was here with us last year. 
He ain’t now, though. Yer father — 
turned out to be a traitor to his . 
country. He’s as bad as Benedict 
Arnold hisself. Yer father went . 
over to the enemy.” 


(From the 153-page book, INDIAN 
DRUMS AND BROKEN ARROW. which 
won first prize in Zondervan’s $1,000 Juv- 
enile Christian Fiction Contest. Price, 
$2.00. Order from Sword of the Lerd Pub- ° 
lishers, Wheaton, Ibinois.) 


New 


VIBRAHARPS 


JUST the thing 
for your gospel 
services. Beautiful 
tone, $495.00. Al- 
so folding organs, 
$175.00, payments 
available. Send 
your check today, 


ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harrison, N., 


Canten 9, Ohio, Our 23rd year. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 13, 1953 


I 

Let’s Make It 100,000 Plus! 
Doxology! This morning Dr. 

Rice tells me we NOW have 97,000 
subscribers to our paper, THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD! Is that not 
wonderful! Now, we have talked 
about going over 100,000 subscrip- 
tions—let’s make it 100,000 plus! 
How? Let each reader get or send 
an additional subscription—just 
one each—and it will be done 
pronto. Come on! Do it NOW! 
Have fun! Be a part of it! Dox- 
ology! 

II 


Joy in Giving 

Mrs. McCall and I have been 
glad we were able to give $5, $10, 
$50, and $300 to the Building 
Fund. In addition I have had fun 
filling a 60-dime coin card. I have 
it on my desk, and as I get a dime 
I put it in the card. Have fun in 
His work. You may have a Build- 
ing Fund 60-dime coin card free 
by writing for it now to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton III. 


IIT. 
We Can Have Revival Now 
, illinois 
“Dear Dr. Rice:— 


“Thank you for your book, We 
Can Have Revival Now. 


“My church officials told me we 
couldn’t have revival. They said 
it never had been done. 

“Some denominational leaders 
told us this was not the day of 
revival. 


“I was put to the test. Should 
I give up? Should I go into sec- 
ond gear for God? Maybe reverse 
gear? It was a testing time for 
me, 

“Was my situation too big for 
God to handle? Was sin here too 
hard for God to wade into? Had 
God gone into winter quarters? 

“While face to face with such 
questions, God put into my hands 
your book, We Can Have Revival 
Now. : 

“In the first chapter I saw 
where the modernist, the unbe- 
lieving, the backsliders, the world- 
lings, and jealous church members 
led in the cry, ‘We cannot have 
revival now.’ 

“Then in chapter two, lo, and 
behold, I saw where God says in 
His Word the greatest revivals 
are before us. Matthew 24:27-31 
and Revelation 7:9-17. During the 
Tribulation many more people are 
going to be saved than the 3,000 
on Pentecost—aActs 2. Again, mul- 
titudes out of Israel will yet be 
saved—Romans 11:25-31; Deute- 
ee 30:1-6, and Zechariah 

“Finally, I read where Jesus de- 
lays His Second Coming so others 
may be saved—II Peter 3:3-9. 

. “In the last-chapter you show 
God’s way to revival. 

“I was enheartened. The Spirit 
moved within me. We launched 
out in real revival effort and God 
gave us the largest number of 
additions to the church in all the 
long history of our church. Halle- 
lujah! 

“I wish every pastor, evangelist, 
church official and layman could 
read, study, pray over, and go out 
in the power of the truth of this 
great book. 

“Thank you, Dr. Rice. 

“Yours under the Blood, 

—_— , Pastor’ 
COMMENT: Brother pastor, this 
could be YOU! Get the book! 
($2.00 per copy, cloth bound, from 
THE SworD OF THE LorD, Wheaton, 
Tl. Editor) 

IV. 


Let Us Pray 


Jesus says, “I am the vine, ye 


are the branches: He that abideth 
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“ .. the word of the Lord. .. Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.’”’—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing. If 
a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are 
burned. If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. Herein is my Fa- 
ther glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
As the Father hath loved me, so 
have I loved you: continue ye in 
my love. If ye keep my command- 
ments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his 
love” (John 15:5-10). 

For 1953—a God-given year— 
will you join us in prayer— 

1. That the Building Fund may 
be speedily completed. 

2. That the means may be pro- 
vided for Dr. John R. Rice to go 
on a great nation-wide radio Gos- 
pel program. He is orthodox, be- 
lieves the Word of God, and such 
voice is needed over America and 
around the world. | 

3. That debts incurred by The 
Sword of the Lord in getting the 
Gospel around the Globe, may be 
lifted soon, and hands further 
freed for an even greater work. 

4. That some reserve may be 
built up for a larger work in 
Christ. 

>. That the paper, THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD, may grow to one 
million subscribers that His Gospel 

y cover the earth. That is what 
Jesus commanded in Matthew 28, 
Mark 16, Acts 1 and other places! 

6. That the Book Club—a Chris- 
tian literature project—may have 
20,000 members. Filthy, worldly 
literature in homes, to say nothing 
of some news stands, dishonor 
God today, and bring His wrath 
upon us! “The Lord is angry with 
the wicked every day,” says His 
Word! 

7. That the free literature fund 
may grow until His Gospel in 
print floods every nation. 

8. That the staff of evangelists 
may grow in power, in fruit, and 
in number! 

9. That we may all live more 
and more like Jesus! 


Yes, there is plenty 


Tobe to pray 
about! 


¥. 


By all means send your $2 or 
more for the building by or before 
Easter Sunday, April 5, and ask 
for the great resurrection mes- 
Sage in 55 pages by Dr. John R. 
Rice! 

Jesus Christ is alive! 

A widow 85 years of age with 


very limited means writes for a’ 


60-dime coin card to use for the 
Building Fund. May God bless her 
in-a great way! She likes the way 
THE SworD OF THE LorD stands 
by the Book of Books, the Bible, 
and all it teaches. Doxology! 


VI. 
Our Advertisers 


Note our advertisers in THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD. They are out- 
standing, reputable firms handling 
needed and useful products. 

Take as an example Typewriter 
Specialists. They have been ad- 
vertising with us for a long time. 
They handle typewriters, dupli- 
cating machines and other office 
supplies, They offer special dis- 
counts on some equipment to 
SworD readers. : i 

I have known well the owner, 
Mr. Elmer Beutler. He is a good 
friend, loyal Christian, and an en- 
terprising business man. 

It will pay our readers to note 
regularly advertisements in this 
paper. Patronize them! 


THE SERMON CONTEST 
HOW DID IT SMELL TO YOU? 


By the Editor 


We got a nice letter from Captain John E. Kreiser at 
Malden Air Base, Malden, Missouri, concerning the $1,000 
Evangelistic Sermon Contest in The Sword of the Lord. I 
think his letter and the editor’s answer will be of general 


interest. 


However, let us say to start 
with that we have gotten wonder- 
ful response from that Sermon 
Contest. Godly men have written 
some great sermons to be pub- 
lished in THE SwoORD OF THE LORD. 
Those who won prizes are being 
paid for their sermons, and some 
others will be paid. That is ac- 
cording to the Scripture, “The la- 
bourer is worthy of his hire” 
(Luke 10:7). It is according to the 
Scripture that “. . . they which 
preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel” (I Cor. 9:14). We are 
glad to pay godly men what we 
can for their help in spreading 
the Gospel. We cannot afford to 
pay as much as we would like for 
sermons in THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, and of course many, Many 
of the writers get no pay what- 
ever for their material which we 
use. The editor himself gets no 
pay for any of his material. 

But any prizes given in that 
Evangelistic Contest have been 
used to get fine, soul-winning ser- 
mons for THE Sworp and will 
bless many thousands of people. 

And we find that God has used 
the Evangelistic Sermon Contest 
to call attention to Bible preach- 
ing. Many, many people ‘have con- 
gratulated us on that emphasis, 
and urged that we have other 
such sermon contests in the fu- 
ture. 


VII. 

I read where the pastor of the 
largest Kansas church has said, 
“We have used envelopes with 
‘For Ourselves’ on one side, and 
‘For Others’ on the other until 
people feel like they have robbed 
a bank if they put a nickel in the 
envelope for current expenses.” 
This false emphasis has made 
heavenly hitch-hikers out of thou- 
sands and has limited the King- 
dom. 

—Bulletin, First Baptist Church 

Junction City, Kansas 


In the Bible, we remember, con- 
tests and races are often referred 
to, and nearly always favorably. 
For example, Paul, referring, we 
suppose, to the Olympic games, 
very popular in those days, said, 
“Know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one re- 
ceiveth the prize? So run, that ye 
may obtain. And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is tem- 
perate in all things. Now they do 
it to obtain a corruptible crown; 
but we an incorruptible. I there- 
fore so run, not as wuncertainly; 
so fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air’ (I Cor. 9:24-26). So con- 
tests are not wrong. They are a 
legitimate way to arouse interest 
and secure a higher type of per- 
formance. 


Schools give honors to the stu- 
dents who make the best grades. 
In the army soldiers who do the 
braver feats are given medals of 
honor and decorations. Insurance 
companies give special hhonor to 
the salesman who. sells the most 
insurance. Why should not we 
Christians give special honor to 
the one who does the best work 
possible in preaching the Gospel? 

In fact, we have a clear com- 
mand of God in the Bible about 
that. By divine inspiration Paul 
wrote, “Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double 
honour, especially they who la- 
bour in the word and doctrine. For 
the scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, The jlabourer is 
worthy of his reward” (I Tim. 
5:17,18). 

We have gotten so many fine 
letters about this contest. 


The Captain’s Letter 


Now read Captain Kreiser’s let- 
ter and the editor’s reply. 
“Dear Sir: 

“Greetings in the name of Jesus 
our Lord. 

“I praise the Lord for the bless- 


ings received by many, including 
myself, in reading the publication, 
THE SworD OF THE LORD. 


“However, while walking along 
a path near a field today an un- 
savory oder entered my nostrils as 
I read the article on the $1,000 
prize offered for sermons, Was it 
an accident that I was reading 
this article and passing this field 
at the same time? 


“Your brother in Christ, 
(Signed) “John E. Kreiser 


The Editor’s Reply: 
Limburger Cheese or 
Perfume? 


February 23, 1953 
Captain John E. Kreiser | 
3305 Pilot Trag. Sqdn. 
Malden Air Base 
Malden, Missouri 


Dear Captain Kreiser; 

I am glad to have your letter, 
and grateful for your kind words 
about THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

Was it an accident, you say, 
that you smelled an unsavory oder 
just when you were reading THE 
SworpD OF THE LorpD and the an- 
nouncement of the $1,000 Evan- 
gelistic Sermon Contést? 

No, I do not think it Was an ac- 
cident. I think that Satan hates 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, and so 
he would like to cause a bad smell 
about it anyway he could. I cer- 
tainly trust that it was not true, 
as with an, old men I heard of. 
While he was asleep somebody 
smeered Limburger cheese upon 
his beard. When ‘he woke up, all 
the flowers smelled bad. Every- 
thing he ate smelled like Lim- 
burger cheese. Every person he 
met smelled like Limburger 
cheese. He carried the bad smell 
around with him. I don’t think 
that was true in your case. 

But I am sure that the $1,000 
Evangelistic Sermon Contest. does 
not smell bad to God, and it will 
not smell bad to you after you 
think about it a little and hear the 
facts. 

For example, Dr. E. J. Daniels 
won the first prize of $250. I have 
tried and tried for years to get 
him to take time to write out a 
sermon like that for THE Sworpb 
OF THE LorpD, but he was so busy 
he didn’t do it. Now he wrote the 
sermon out carefully, and we 


printed it in THE SwoORD OF THE 


LorD and are getting a wonderful 
response to it. Then Dr. Daniels 
sent back the $250 for the work, 
so the sermon didn’t cost us a 
thing! ee 
(Continued on page 5) 
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. Marriage and Home 

Courtship and the 

Petting 

. Principles of a Successful and 

Happy Marriage 

Some Things that Should Delay 

Marriage 

. Some Should Not Marry 

B nee God’s Deputy as Head of 
the Home 


7. Wives te Be Subject to Hus- 
band 


~ 
8. Letter te a Young Husband 
9. Normal Sex Life in Marriage 
10. The Blessing of Children 
11. Birth Control 


Danger of 


—_ 
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Courtship, 


LTT 


In this book Dr. Rice shows why God requires parents to 
whip their children, and discusses the matters of discipline. He 
shows why children ought to be taught to honour their parents, 
proves this training will settle many, many othr difficulties. 
Dr. Rice gives a practical plan for family worship in the home, 
tells how to teach children to pray. He points out God's com- 
mand for teaching the Bible in the home and winning the 
children to Christ. Finally. he discusses the parents’ responsi- 
bility to the church, the school and the community. The Bible 
teaching here is detailed and specific, and you will find real 
encouragemént as you read. You are building for eternity. Let 
this book help you in that tremendously important taskl 


_13. “Henour Thy Father and Thy 
14. Family Worship 
15. Prayer in the Home 
16. Teaching the Bible in the Home € 
17. Winning Children te Christ in 


18. Character Building in the Home 


20. Adultery, the Ruin of Marriage 


21. Divorce, the Wreck of Marriage 
22. Making Christ ‘the 


381 large pages, 22 chapters, sturdy red cloth binding 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER or 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Wheaton, Illinois 


have God's helpl 


THE HOME: 


I led 


the book.’’ 
CHAPTER TITLES 


12. Correction and Discipline of 


Children 


Mother” 


the Home 


Home Cooperation with 


Church, . 
School and Community 


and Morals 
Head of 


Their Most Important Years 


The years your children spend at home, under your care, 
following in your footsteps—those are the important years. Those 
are the years that will mold your child's future—and., to a sober- 
ing extent. his eternal destiny. How important it is that you 


Dr. John R. Rice has been wonderfully blessed of God as 
counsellor and pastor, and as an evangelist. He has written 
a book dealing with the problems that face Christian parents. 
He is father of a large family, he has faced the problem him- 
self, and he has found God's answer. 


Marriage and Children 


Enthusiastic Recommendations 


“It just seemed to be the thing I need- 
ed. I knew what the Bible taught about 
‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’ but 
then again I had read so many articles in 
books peners, and so on against punish- 
ing child 
know what to do. Your article has given 
me new courage to go ahead and do what 
the Bible onan 


“It was while readin our book on 
THE HOME that I a 


our little 8-year-old daughter. That night 


“We thought we had a happy Christian 
home ...but when your book on THE 
HOME came and I read it through with 
eagerness, I immediately discovered there 
were many, many things to be changed 
ne } a home, and they are getting chang- 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Wheaton, Illinois me 
Please rush me 


HOME: COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE AND 
CHILDREN, 


—————EE ? 
— — _ Ee 
«“<s<«+ ++ <+ = + = = = SHS SES SEES SSE SES SS HS SS. 


of Parents: 


ren in this way—I didn’t really 


rs. C. A., Laurel, Montana 


became so burdened for 
her to Christ . . . Thank you for 


Mrs. W. F., Pittsboro, Mississippi 


Mrs. R. W., Cedarville, Ohio 


copies THE 


at $2.50 each. I enclose 


$2.50 
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Friday, March 13, 1953 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


EVANGELIST CLIFTON 
BRANNON, 626 Electra Street, 
Longview, Texas, recently com- 
pleted a revival campaign in the 
First Baptist Church, Lovington, 
New Mexico. Rev. Chester G. 
Watt, pastor, writes: “...There 
were 247 additions to our church 
during the first two weeks of 
February; in addition to those 
joining there were 78 converted 
who will be dealt with further be- 
fore joining the church. This 
makes a total of 325 professions 
and additions. 141 converts were 
approved by baptism and 106 ac- 
cepted by letter. I want to com- 
mend Brother Brannon to the 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


brethren as he is a most zealous 
soul winner, sound in his meth- 
Sacer . 


From EVANGELIST BOB 
OUGHTON, Belleville, Illinois, 
comes the following ietter: 
‘...-The Lord gave us 77 precious 
souls who accepted Christ in one 
night meeting this last month 
(January) as I showed the film 
“Twice Convicted,” life story of 
Dr. Fred Garland. Many Chris- 
tians surrendered for family al- 
tars and many young people vowed 
never to take a drink of liq- 
Motes” 


Free! ‘‘Crossing The Deadline’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


say, “I want the pamphlet, ‘Cross- 
ing the Deadline,’” and mail it to 
us at Wheaton, Illinois. 

Of course, there are special bar- 
gains of which you may take ad- 
vantage if you wish. But we have 
printed you a copy of this 32-page 
book, and it is reserved for you. 
You may have it simply by asking, 
provided you write us by April 
10. 

No postcards, please. Write a 
letter, not a postcard. Pay your 
own postage please, unless you 
send an order. 

Only one copy of this beautiful 
and important doctrinal pamphlet 
will be sent in answer to one re- 
quest. Do not send us a list of 
names and expect us to send this 
pamphiet to all of them. Each one 
must write his own letter. If you 
want other people to have copies, 
send along fifteen cents per copy, 
or $1 for eight copies, for those 
you wish to buy. But you may ask 
for one copy for yourself free. And 
we will be glad to send it. 

Not only are we anxious to have 
your letter; we are anxious for 
you to read this message from 
God’s Word. We believe that if we 
spend the money necessary to send 
thousands of these pamphlets out 
as requested during Letter Month, 
God will make the message a tre- 
mendous blessing both ‘¢o saints 
and sinners. We trust Him to sup- 
ply the money for printing and 


~ envelopes rand postage and labor. 


What This Free Book 
Contains 


In 1936 I preached a sermon on 
the unpardonable sin in a city- 
wide campaign at Binghamton, 
New York, in the Binghamton 
theater. That sermon was taken 
down stenographically and pub- 
lished in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
It won a good many souls to 
Christ. A number of people wrote 
to say that they found Christ 
through the printed message. It 
was later in a book of sermons, 
The Scarlet Sin and Other Re- 
vival Sermons. 

But I have not been satisfied 
with that sermon. I knew there 
was more in the Bible about it 
than I preached. I did not need to 
change my message; but I knew 
I should simply study more and 
more Scriptures on the subject to 
cover it more completely. At long 
last, after a great deal of study, 
the matter cleared up in my own 
mind so greatly that I wrote this 
pamphlet. I have just read proof 
on it again, and I am impressed 
that it is the most thorough Bible 
study of the subject of the un- 
pardonable sin that I have seen. 
I have a deep feeling that God 
will use it to save many souls, 
that it will be used as a pattern 
and inspiration to many preach- 
ers, and that it will save many 
worried Christians from heart- 
ache and despair. Here is the out- 
line. 

I. I show from the Bible that 
the unpardonable sin has occurred 
in all ages.of the past and will oc- 
cur in the future. 

1. The Bible indicates that mil- 
lions committed the unpardonable 
sin before the flood. . 

2. The Bible teaches that in Old 
Testament times, after the flood, 
some crossed the deadline of 
mercy and God gave them up, so 


that the whole race fell into 
heathen darkness. 
3. The Scriptures show that 


some crossed the deadline, com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, while 
Christ Was on earth. 

4. The Bible tells us that men 
crossed the deadline during the 
ministry of Paul and other apos- 
tiles. 

2». In the Great Tribulation yet 
to come, men will cross the dead- 
line, will commit the unpardon- 
able sin. 

Thus I proved, by the Scrip- 
tures that in all ages of the past, 


rand yet in the future, lost people 


have sometimes committed the un- 
pardonable sin and will commit 
the unpardonable sin. 

Il. The mistakes of those who 
believe there is no unpardonable 
sin are shown. 

This message shows the mis- 
takes of Dr. John A. Broaddus, of 
the Scofield Reference Bible, and 
others, who have thought that the 
unpardonable sin is simply “as- 
cribing to Satan the works of the 
Spirit.” 

It shows that the unpardonable 
Sin is not saying something with 
the mouth, but is a sin of the 
heart. 

It shows that the unpardonable 
Sin has nothing to do with mir- 
acles necessarily. 

Ill. Further proof is given that 
lost men are in danger of com- 
mitting the wnpardonable sin. 

1. Bible examples leave the im- 
pression that man in any age may 
so reject the light, so turn from 
God, so resist the Spirit of God 
who calls them, as to commit the 
unpardonable sin. Pharaoh in the 
time of Moses, Judas Iscariot, and 
the coming Anti-Christ are such 
probable examples. 

2. The danger of the unpardon- 
able sin seems to be written in 
the hearts of men by the Spirit of 
God. Here is given the teaching 
of Dr. B. H. Carroll, and shows 
how great godly soul winners of 
the past have felt impressed with 
this truth. 

3. All who die unconverted do 
cross the deadline. God’s Holy 
Spirit does cease to call. Such sin- 
ners are forever past ee 
So what happens to miillions at 
death may happen to some before 
death. 

IV. We show what kind of sin 
is this unpardonable sin. 

1. First, the unpardonable sin 
is the sin of Christ-rejection. 

2. The unpardonable sin is the 
sin against great light and long- 
extended mercy. 

3. The unpardonable sin is par- 
ticularly against the Holy Spirit 
who calls the sinner to repent- 
ance. 

4. The unpardonable sin is a 
climax of other sins. 

V_Resiilts of the unpardonable 
sin are given. 

1. The sinner crossing the dead- 
line becomes hardened, set against 
God, against salvation, and so will 
never repent. 

2. God’s Spirit does not call the 
forsaken sinner. 

VI. We give solemn warnings 
about this sin which can never be 
forgwen. 


1. First, sinners are warned not | 


to trifle with the patience of God. 


I think you will never forget two 


illustrations given, .one . from 


Lawrence of Arabia in the book, 
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. The 
other is by Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
| telling how a father gave up his 
drunken son eventually. 

2. All are plainly warned that 
if there is any call of the Spirit, 
any moving of conscience, 
may be saved now and should be 
saved now. 

This sermon also contains that 
remarkable poem of ten stanzas 
on the unpardonable sin, which 
starts, 


There is a time, I know not when, 
A place, I know not where, 
Which marks the destiny of men 

To Heaven or despair. 


That poem alone is worth writ- 
ing a letter for. 


Write Your Letter Today! 


I beg you to write your letter 
today and ask for the pamphlet 
on “Crossing the Deadline, Or The 
Unpardonable Sin, What It Is, 
Who Commits It, and How to 
Know It.” You will be glad you 
did. 

I hope you will take advantage 
of our special offers during this 
time. Remember we give the book 
on “Crossing the Deadline” free 
whether you buy anything or not, 
whether you send a gift or not. 
Write and get yours today. But if 
you do send $2 or more for the 
Sword Building Fund, we will 
send the 55-page beautiful Easter 
pamphlet of a two-color cover on 
“The Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” 

For every $5 cash retail ordery, 
or gift, we will send your choice 
of the following: 

1. What Is the Answer, 362 
Bible questions answered by the 
late Dr. H. A. Ironside, 164 pages, 
clothbound. 

2. A Reward For Jerry, thrill- 
ing adventure story for young 
people and children, by Grace Rice 
MacMuilen, beautiful three-color 
hard cover, juvenile fiction. 

3. Or, Youthspiration pocket 
hymnal, 127 best Gospel songs 
and choruses (about half songs 
and half choruses) with both 
words and music, spiral binding, 
easy to carry, lies open flat on 
the piano, widely-used by Youth 
For Christ. and churches. 

Remember your choice of either 


solutely free with $5 cash retail 
order or gift. Many will order at 
least $15 worth and get all -three 
of these free prizes. 

The popular salvation booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
twenty-four pages, may be had at 
a special -half-price during Letter 
Month. Usually it is $2 per hun- 
dred. Now you may buy as many 
as you like for $1 per hundred. 
We will Jose money on this 
pamphlet, we think, but we know 
the more of them we get out, the 
more souls we will win. We give 
away hundreds of thousands of 
copies free anyway, so why not 
sell it at half price during Letter 
Month? We have this pamphlet 
in the English language, twenty- 
four pages, during Letter Month 
>l per hundred. 

We have it in Spanish, 29 pages, 
during Letter Month $1.50 per 
hundred. This is a special reduced, 
half-price offer, good only till 
April 10. 

See other bargains mentioned in 
this paper. 

I suggest that you renew your 
own subscription to THE SworpD OF 
THE LorpD, if possible, when you 
write. Two dollars for subscrip- 
tions could apply along with or- 
der for anything else to make up 
the $5 for a special premium. 

But whether you buy anything 
or not, without even sending a 
dime of money, you may have ab- 
Lsolutely free the 32-page .pamph- 
let, “Crossing the Deadline.” It 
will ‘be sent postpaid on request. 

Write a letter, net a postcard. 

Stamp your own letter—do not 
ask us to pay for stamps for your 
letter and then give you the book 
free also, unless you send along 
a cash order. 

Only one free copy of the book 
given per person. Ask other people 
to write for their own copies, or 
buy them at fifteen cents a copy, 
or $1 for eight Copies. 

We are counting on your Letter 
Month letters. We want to hear 
from you. We need the encourage- 
ment. We want your comments 
and criticisms. Be a good brother 
or sister in Christ and write your 
Letter Month letter NOW! 

} Address your letters to the 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, ILIli- 
nols. 


they |" 


one of the above three books ab-. 


THIS WEEK’S 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
““OUOTES 


GOD COULD HAVE KEPT DANIEL OUT OF THE LION’S DEN. 
COULD HAVE KEPT PAUL AND SILAS OUT OF JAIL . HE COULD HAVE 
KEPT THE THREE HEBREW CHILDREN OUT OF THE FIERY FURNACE 

BUT GOD HAS NEVER PROMISED TO KEEP US OUT OF HARD 
PLACES . BUT WHAT HE HAS PROMISED IS TO GO WITH U 


S THROUGH 
EVERY HARD PLACE, AND TO BRING 


CS THROUGH VICTORIOUSLY? 


“PRESENT YOUR BODIES”—Rom, 12:1-2 


The pompous usher methodically was following his Lord’s day 
morning habit as he carefully and with great dignity passed that 
long-handled offering plate before the many staid worshippers, but 
something very unusual] happened. The plate was before a wee lassie 
and she was loudly whispering and beckoning to the usher that he 
lower it. Although the scene of that portly gentleman’s predicament 
was intensely humorous the members of the congregation dared not 
let a smile be written on any face in that sanctimonious assembly. 
Those with little or no faith on the inside, must have much religion 
on the outside. However, eyes twinkled with interest when the girl 
begged, “Please sir, put it down a little lower.” The plate was almost 
to the floor when the tiny feet stepped on it, much to the consterna- 
tion of a perspiring handle-holder. All faces looked askance at the 
action of the little girl who was so earnest. She looked about and 
seeing the imterrogation written so plainly on every lip and face, 
attempted an explanation in a shrill, sweet voice that penetrated 
every corner of the great auditorium and every heart in that austere 
presence. ‘“‘Well, my Sunday Schoo] teacher told me that if I didn’t 
have no money nor nuthin’, I should just GIVE MYSELF to Jesus... 
an’...an’ I want HIM to have me today.” Could we say it otherwise, 
it would read “YIELD YOURSELF.” A wee lassie caught the gist of 
that tremendous injunction. 


—Mervin Rosell in “‘Heart to Heart” 
A WARM SMILE THAWS THE ICY STARE. 


RESTING ON CERTAINTIES 


When that great Christian and scientist, Sir Michael Faraday, 
was dying, some journalists questioned him as to his speculations 
concerning the soul and death. “Speculations!” said the dying man 
in astonishment, “I know nothing about speculations; I am resting 
on CERTAINTIES. ‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day.’”’ 


—Gospel Trumpet 
ONE MAN WITH COURAGE MAKES A MAJORITY. 


BEYOND ARGUMENT 


On his tour of missions a few years ago, Rev. J. M. Zook was 
asked to preach at a chapel in the Orient. A native man interpreted 
the sermon.-and at the close, the invitation“was given. 

After several persons came forward, the missionary noticed a 
group of students in the rear of the building. Presently several of 
them came forward, and knelt for prayer. After a moment one of 
them rose quickly and struck the missionary a sharp blow on the face. 

The missionary was stunned, but suddenly remembering the 
Bible injunction, he turned the other side of his face. The student 
looked astonished. Then the missionary knelt with him and his friends 
and pointed them to Christ. 

When they arose from their knees, they explained. Together 
they had been studying the Bible, when they came to the verse that 
speaks of turning the other cheek. They decided to try this on a 
Christian and if he did as the Bible said they would accept Christianity. 

When the missionary followed the prescribed order, the students 
explained that they were covinced that it was God’s Book and the 
true religion. 

—Christian Life 
(These illustrations are chosen from Dr. Mervin Rosell’s new book, DRIFTWOOD 
—gathered.for you who want to build a house of _TRUTH—with clean sea- -washed 


boards of logic and illustrations. Price, $1.50. Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Ill.) 


The Sermon Contest 


(Continued from page 4) 


Again Dr. Jack Shuler, evange- 
list, won third prize of $100. He 
sent back the $100 too. I have 
been trying and trying to get him 
to write out some sermons for 
THE Sworp, and he has intended 
to do it but did not until this 
contest came along. Now we have 
his’ sermon and have printed it, 
and he sent back the $100, so it 
didn’t cost us a thing! 


I have asked Dr. Ockenga. of 
Park Street Church for a Sser- 
mon, and he intended to send one, 
but had been so busy that he did 
not. Now he sent one algng. The 
same thing is true about a num- 
ber of other godly preachers. 


Don’t you think so? I am glad 
to have your letter. God bless you, 
dear brother. 

In Jesus’ name, yours, 

John R. Rice 


Have You Sent 
Your Letter 
Month Order? 


If not, send it today for your free 
books! 


Why not buy: 
The Power of Pentecost 


441 pages on the Fullness of the 


We have received a great many Spirit .-.---.------------- $3.00 
fine sermons for THE SWORD OF |] and a year's subscription to THE 
THE Lorp. They have cost us only SWORD OF THE LORD, for a 
a moderate amount of money. The inte. 8 cS cca kunnen eae $2.00 
men who wrote them did not get $5.00 


any more pay than they deserved, 


and they have earned it every bit. YOU WILL GET ABSOLUTELY FREE 
The people get the blessing, and (if you request it) 

God gets the glory, and there is “Crossing the Deadline” 
more emphasis on Bible preach- ‘ 
ing, revival preaching, than has |] and your choice of one of these books: » 
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been true in any other Christian “What's the Answer?” q 
magazine in America in many “Youthspiration Pocket Hymnal” 4} 
geass. Therefore, 1 am sure is “A Reward for Jerry” 


it smells good to God. 
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Noteworthy 


Word of Life Presents Sacred 
Concert 


New to the activities of the 
Word of Life Fellowship, Inc., of 
New York City is a sacred con- 
cert to be presented this evening, 
Friday, March 13, at 8:00 p.m., 
in Carnegie Hall. Jack Wyrtzen, 
Director of the Word of Life Hour 
believes that this is a new avenue 
of reaching for Christ those who 


“vill not attend a Gospel rally or 


meeting, but who will come to 


hhear sacred music. Included in the 


Word of Life musical group are 


Cariton Booth, tenor, Ginny Gil- 


bert, mezzo-soprano soloist, and 
the Word of Life quartet. Accom- 


“~panists will include William Fasigz, 
pianist, and Patsy Cahall, organist. 
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That’s right! 140,000 copies 
of Prayer, Asking and Re- 
ceiving, by Dr. John R. 
Rice, have been printed! 
This book has twenty-one 
chapters on every phase of 
prayer—answers to prayer, 
hindrances to prayer, pray- 
ing through, prayer and 
fasting, praying for heal- 
ing, miracles in answer to 
prayer, the sin of prayer- 
lessness, etc. Dr. Rice tells 
some remarkable answers 
to prayer in his own life. 
“America’s Best Seller on 
Prayer’ has helped thou- 
sands to find the way God 
has for living a joyful vic- 
torious Christian life. 328 
large pages, cloth binding, 
| only $2.50 


o 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


. 


Guest artists will be Anton Marco, 
converted opera star, and Charles 
Pugh, trombonist, who has played 
in leading symphony orchestras 
throughout the country. 

= > > 


Spurgeon’s Tabernacle Reviving 


LONDON (E/P)—The Metro- 
politan Tabernacle has reached 
its three hundredth anniversary. 
In 1854, C. H. Spurgeon, then only 
20 years of age, was called to 
New Park Street Chapel, South- 
wark; and seven years later his 
famous tabernacle was opened in 
Newington Butts. Probably no 
church in London suffered more 
from the impact of the last war. 
Not only was the great auditori- 
um, with its vestries, gutted by fire; 
but the membership was more 
than halved. However, under the 
able ministry of Rev. Gerald B. 
Griffiths a new day has dawned. 
Congregations are increasing, and 
the membership of the Sunday 
schools of the tabernacle and its 
missions now totals 1,168. 

* . + 

Southern Baptists Will Use 

King James Version 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (E/P)—- 
“The Baptist Sunday School Board 
plans to continue use of the King 
James version as the basic text 


}in all of its publications,” accord- 


ing to a joint statement released 
by Dr. T. L. Holcomb, executive 
secretary of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, and Dr. Clifton J. 
Allen, editorial secretary for the 
Board. 


“The blessing of God has been 
upon this version, so that it has 
brought light and life, faith and 
consolation, direction, inspiration, 
and strength to countless millions 
of people.” 


Christ’s Resurrection 


(Continued from page 1) 


twelve saw Him ascend bodily to 
Heaven. Later He appeared to 
Paul in the road to Damascus. 
Later still he appeared to John 
the beloved on the isle of Patmos. 

One could not find a record of a 
single New Testament Christian 
who doubted the personal, bodily 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
Apostle’s Creed affirms, “The 
third day he rose again from the 
dead.” 

The resurrection of Christ has 
thus been everywhere recognized 
as a cardinal doctrine of Chris- 
tianity. The old Catholic church 
believed in the _ resurrection of 
Christ. The Roman Catholic 
church believes it firmly today. 
The Greek Catholic church has 
always declared it. All the historic 
Protestant creeds affirm the res- 
urrection of Christ. Not one his- 
toric denomination claiming to be 
Christian has denied the resur- 
rection of Christ, save Unitarians 
alone. Unitarians of course are 
not Christians, and _ intelligent 
leaders of Unitarianism do not 
claim to be specifically and ex- 
clusively Christian. They do not 
acknowledge Christ as God and 
so have not been historically re- 
cognized as Christian. Historic 
Christianity is based on the doc- 
trine that Christ died for our sins 
and rose again bodily from the 
grave. 


By the resurrection, of course, 
we mean the bodily resurrection. 
There is not any other kind of res- 
urrection. Those who say that 
they believe in a spiritual resur- 
rection are parrots quoting, with- 
out thinking, some deceiving infi- 


del, or they themselves are will-' 


fully trying to deceive. No one 
ever taught that the spirit | of 
Jesus was buried in Joseph's 
grave. No one ever taught that 
the spirit of Jesus died. The resur- 
rection from the dead refers ex- 
clusively to the body. It was the 
body of Jesus that died, when 


Talking It Over With” God 


(Continued from page 1) 


to Calvary, until your heart has 
been cleansed and your sin for- 


saken, all your checks to widows |. 


and orphans mean nothing to God. 
The prophet reaches a climax 
when he cries, “Come now, and 


let us reason together, saith the 


‘Lord: 


God. Tom Paine wrote an 


though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool’ 
(Isa. 1:18). God invites us to talk 
it over with Him. We do plenty 
of reasoning today but not. with 
infa- 


_mous book, The Age of Reason. 
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That might well be the name of 


this present age. We have rea- 
ourselves into the worst 
predicament of all-time. The Word 
‘of God says, “The world by wis- 
‘dom knew not God,” and, “It is 
not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps.” Never have we had 
that illustrated more abundantly 
than today. We have tried to 
make our way head first instead 
of heart first. 

They told us years ago that 
education would stamp out crime. 
Now we have more education than 
ever and more crime than ever. 
Josh Billings said, “I'd rather 
know a few things for certain 
than be sure of a lot of things 
that ain’t so.” We have been sure 


of a lot of things that aren’t true 


—and the blind have followed 
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Spirit.” 


How to Obtain Fullness of Power 


By Dr. R. A. Torrey 


“There are many who do not even know that 
there is a life of abiding rest,” 
in his introduction to this book, 
others who, while they think there must be 
something beyond the life they know, are in 
ignorance as to how to obtain it.” 

This book is for YOU. Chapters on “The 
Power of the Word of God.” “The Power of 
the Blood of Christ,” “The Power of the Holy 
“The Power of Prayer,” 
Surrendered Life,” 
in Christian Life and Service.” 
now, so that you will have it as soon as it 
comes off the press. Let it bless your heart and 
life! 80 pages, hard case binding. _. $1.50 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
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said Dr. Torrey 
“and many 


“The Power of a 
and “The Fullness of Power 
Order your copy 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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blind leaders of the blind into the 
ditch. 


A Reasoning WITHIN 
Ourselves 


God's Word speaks of three 
kinds of reasoning. There is A 
REASONING WITHIN OUR- 
SELVES. -In the Old Testament 
we read of Naaman the leper. He 
was a great man and a captain 
and honorable and a man of val- 
our, BUT-HE WAS A LEPER. And 
any man without Christ is a sin- 
ner, no matter how good his char- 
acter or how many ribbons this 
world has pinned on his chest. 
Naaman went to Elisha the proph- 
et to be healed of his leprosy. 
Elisha told him to go wash in 
Jordan seven times. Then Naaman 
started reasoning within himself: 
“Behold I THOUGHT, He will 
surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the Lord 
his God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper.” 
You see, he had it figured out 
his own way. The margin reads, 
“I thought within myself.” But 
God says, “My thoughts are not 
your thoughts.” Naaman almost 
reasoned himself out of being 
healed. He needed to obey only one 
simple command of the man of 
God. When hé stopped reasoning 
within himself: and did as he was 
told, the miracle took place. 

God has a way of saving sin- 
ners. 


There is a fountain filled with 
blood 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

And sinners, plunged beneath that 
flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 


But you can reason yourself in- 
to Hell. You can have it figured 
out some other way, and object to 
God’s way of doing it. But you will 
never be healed of sin’s leprosy 
until you accept God’s provision 
and put your faith in Christ. I 
have seen more than one puny 
little Naaman stand and argue 
with God’s man and God’s Word 
and put his inward reasoning up 
against God’s eternal revelation. 
God has only one cure for sin and 
that is the blood of His Son. But 


(Continued on page 8) 


He said, “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit” (Luke 23: 
46). It was the body that they 
anointed with spices and wrapped 
in linen, after they had taken it 
down from the cross. It was that 
body, with wounds in the hands 
and feet and a great hole in the 
side, which they laid in Joseph's 
tomb. It was that body that the 
soldiers guarded, with a_ great 
stone rolled against the door and 
sealed with a Roman seal. It was 
that body that rose from the dead. 
It is the talk of a thoughtless ig- 
noramus that says, “I believe in a 
spiritual resurrection.” The only 
kind of resurrection there is is a 
bodily resurrection. And the Bible 
teaches that Christ rose bodily 
from the_ grave. 

Before His death Jesus said to 
the dying thief, ‘“To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise” (Luke 
23:43). Christ’s spirit went at once 
to be with the heavenly Father. 
Only the body of Jesus was buried 
and only the body of Jesus could 
be resurrected. There is no res- 
urection except the bodily resur- 
rection. 


To deny tke resurrection of 
Christ is to deny His deity. To 
deny the resurrection of Christ is 
to deny historic Christianity. To 
deny the resurrection of Christ is 
to deny the Bible. To deny the 
resurrection is to place one’s self 
beside the infidels and _ scoffers. 
If Bob Ingersoll and Tom Paine 
were to join a church and put on 
clerical robes, yet believe and 
preach their infidelity, that would 
not make them Christians, So, in- 


fidels in the church today are not! 


Christians. Those who deny the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ deny. 
Christ and Christianity. 


It would be almost impossible 
to overestimate the importance. of 
the. Bible doctrine of the resur- 
rection of Christ. Consider the 
evidence of its importance. 


1. The Resurrection of Christ 
Is Part of the Saving Gospel 

In I Corinthians 15:1-4 Paul, by 
divine inspiration, plainly tells us 
that the ‘gospel “by which also ye 
are sdved” is “that Christ died 
for our sins ‘according to the 
Scriptures; And that he was bur- 
ied, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scrip- 
tures.” 


There are two elements in this 
“gospel,” as stated here. First, 
Christ died. Second, He rose again 
from the dead the third day. But 
both of these things happened ex- 
actly “according to the _  scrip- 
tures.”” Both His death and His 
resurrection were in literal fulfill- 
ment of the Old Testament proph- 
ecies and types and promises. 


Read the two introductory ver- 
ses again in I Corinthians 15:1, 2. 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye 
stand; By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.” This is the gos- 
pel which Paul preached, the gos- 
pel that penitent sinners believed 
and received, the gospel by which 
they were saved. Then verses 3 
and 4, which were quoted above, 
follow, defining this gospel that 
Paul preached and by which peo- 
ple were saved. 


Note the strange statement in 
I Corinthians 15:2, saying that the 
Corinthians were saved by this 


gospel, “unless ye have believed 
in vain.” That is explained by 
verse 14 in the same chapter 


where we are told, “And if Christ 
be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain.” 
That is, the gospel itself is a vain 
gospel unless Christ be risen from 
the dead. Any gospel without a 
resurrected Saviour is a vain gos- 
pel that could save nobody. Any 
such preaching is vain, says the 
Spirit, speaking through Paul. 
And why is ‘the resurrection a 
part of the gospel? The very na- 


}ture of the gospel itself involves 


the resurrection. The gospel, the 
Saving good news, is that Christ 
died for our sins, died according 
to the Scriptures, arose again the 
third day, according to the Scrip- 
tures. Christ died for our sins and 
rose for our justification. If Christ 
be now dead, He can save nobody. 
If Christ be now dead, and if the 


ashes of His decayed body are now 
scattered in some obscure tomb 
in Palestine, then the Scriptures 
are not true and there is no good 
news for sinners. 

And one must believe the gos- 
pel in order to be saved. Faith in 
the Bible has two meanings. First, 
there is the acceptance of certain 
facts as true and, second, there 
is a dependence upon those facts 
for salvation. One who does not 
accept it as true that Christ arose 
from the dead cannot depend upon 
Him, with saving faith, for salva- 
tion. 

Believing that Christ rose from 
the dead is a part of saving faith 
itself. This is made clear in Ro- 
mans 10:8, 9: “But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that 
is, the word of faith, which we 
preach; That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and. shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

The two simple elements of 
saving faith here are, first, con- 
fessing with the mouth of the 
Lord Jesus; and second, believing 
in the heart that God hath raised 
Christ from the dead. Actyally, of 
course, the confession with the 
mouth is simply an expression of 
faith in the heart, as the following 
verse (vs. 10) says that one who 
honestly trusts in Christ for sal- 
vation is saved. The confession 
with the mouth is simply the out- 
ward evidence of the inward faith. 
But to confess Christ with the 
mouth is not an evidence of sav- 
ing faith, unless the one who 60 
claims Christ believes in his heart 
honestly that Christ rose from the 
dead, and that therefore Christ 
is God come in human form, and 
now sits at the right hand of the 
Father, and therefore is able to 


| Save us from sin. One cannot have 


saving faith unless he believes 
that God raised up Jesus Christ 
from the dead! 

Every person who- ever. exer- 
cised saving faith in Christ be- 
lieved in the heart that God 
raised Him from the dead as the 


Scriptures declare. It may~be that 


many have not understood the im- 
plications of the doctrine. It may 


be that many knew relatively Jit+ 
tle about the facts of: the -resurs-* 
rection. But everyone who ever _ 
» ee 


trusted Christ accepted what God 
said about raising His Son from 
the dead. One cannot be saved 
without believing that Jesus is 


what He claimed to be, what the 
is—the | 


Bible declares that He 
dying, risen Saviour. 


It is interesting to note from 
the words of Jesus Himself in 
John 8:21,24 that the deity of 
Christ must be believed before one 
can have saving faith. After say- 
ing that He was one with the 
Father, that He was the light of 
the world, that He was from 
above while they were from be- 
neath, Jesus said, “I said there- 
fore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins: for if ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins” (John 8:24). One could 
not believe in the deity of Christ 
without believing in His resurrec- 
tion. The resurrection is the proof 
of His deity. Those who have sav- 
ing faith must base it on the fact 
that Christ died and rose again 
according to the Scriptures. 


How wicked, then, the hand of 
one who would take away the 
doctrine of the resurrection of 
Christ! He would destroy the sav- 
ing Gospel. He would make it im- 
possible for anyone to be saved 
who agrees with him that Christ 
did not rise from the dead. 


2. The Resurrection of Christ 
Was the Single Sign of 
His Deity 

Some _ people believe’ that 
Christ’s miracles proved His deity. 
They believe that when Jesus 
healed the sick, cured lepers, 
gave sight to the blind, raised the 
dead, stilled the waters of the Sea 
of Galilee, that He was thus dem- 
onstrating His deity. But Jesus 
never claimed that. In fact, He 
again and again urged people not 
to tell of some miracle which He 
wrought. Miracles did not prove 
the deity of Christ. Moses, Joshua, 
Elijah, Elisha, Peter, Paul, and 
others performed miracles by the 
power of God. None of the mira- 
cles of Jesus were intended to 
prove His deity. He helped the 
sick because He had compassion 
on them. He raised Lazarus for 


(Continued on page 7) 
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-Christ’s Resurrection 


(Continued from page 6) 


the glory of God (John 11:4). He 
did not do it to prove His deity. 
Miracles prove that one is from 
God, but they proved that for the 


apostles, as they did for. Christ. 


No, the sign of Christ’s deity is 
not simply that He worked mira- 
cles. The sign of Christ’s deity is 
His resurrection from the dead, 
That is what He Himself express- 


“Jy taught. 


Jesus quoted thus in Matthew 
“But he answered and 


12:39,40: 
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said unto them, An evil and adul- 
terous generation seeketh after a 
sign; and there shall no sign be 
given to it, but the sign of the 
prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was 
three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of 
man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.” 
No sign was to be given concern- 
ing His deity except the miracu- 
lous sign that after being three 
days and nights in the earth, the 
grave, He would come forth as 
Jonah came forth from the belly 
of the great fish. 


When Jesus was glorified on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, it was 
simply a preview of the glory that 
He would have after His resur- 
rection. Hence, the three privi- 
leged disciples were commanded, 
“Tell the vision to no man, until 
the Son of man be risen again 
from the dead” (Matt. 17:9). 

This truth, that the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead is the 
proof of His deity, is given again 
in Romans 1:3, 4. There Paul 


cerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed 
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wrote by divine inspiration, “Con- 


And declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the 
spirit of holiness, by the resur- 
rection from the dead.” Jesus 
Christ was “declared to be the 
Son of God with power... by the 
resurrection from the dead.” 


Since the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead is the one miracle 
that proves His deity, we can un- 
derstand why Romans 10:9 says, 
“That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” An 
acceptance of the deity of Christ 
is essential to saving faith, and 
the resurrection is the divine proof 
of His deity. 


3. The Old Testament Scrip- 
tures Plainly Foretold That 
Christ Should Rise From 
the Dead 


When two disciples walking 
down to Emmaus told the un- 
recognized Christ who walked be- 
side them how that some women 
claimed that Jesus had been 
raised from the dead but that they 
did not believe, Jesus said to them: 
“© fools, and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have 
spoken: Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter 
into his glory? And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (Luke 24:25-27). 


Jesus meant that the Old Testa- 
ment prophets foretold the death 
and resurrection of Christ; that 
the disciples were foolish not to 
believe the Scriptures and not to 
expect the resurrection of Christ. 
Then He showed them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself. 


The clearest Old ‘Testament 
prophecy about the resurrection 
of Christ is in Psalm 16:9, 10, 


which says, “Therefore my heart 
is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 
my flesh also shall rest in hope. 
For thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.” 


This Scripture was used by 
Peter in Acts 2:26, .27, in preach- 
ing at Pentecost on the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. Here we have fore- 
told in the Old Testament the 
feeling of Christ Himself, rejoic- 
ing that, when He should give up 
the ghost and lay His life down, 
His flesh would rest in_ hope, 
knowing that the Father would 
not leave His soul in death, and 
that His body would not see cor- 
ruption, but would be raised from 
the grave. The body of Jesus was 
never to decay, was never to re- 
turn to dust. That body had to be 
raised from the dead and then tri- 
umphantly the Lord Jesus later 
ascended to Heaven and that 
same Saviour with that same res- 
urrected body is in the Glory- 
land now waiting for us. 

It is quite clear to good Bible 
students that the story of Jonah’s 
being swallowed by a whale (a 
great fish, the Scripture calls it) 
was given primarily as a type of 
the burial and _ resurrection of 
Christ. Jesus Himself said, ‘“There 
shall no sign be given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas: For 
as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth” (Matt. 12:39, 40). 
That. Old Testament book of Jo- 
nah is meant to teach that Jesus 
would rise from the dead as Jonah 
was delivered from the whale. 

I doubt if the average modern- 
ist and unbeliever in Christ even 
knows that Jesus expressly de- 
clared that Jonah’s three days 
and nights in the belly of the 
whale was a type of His three 
days in the grave. But Satan, the 
enemy of our souls, knows it, and 
that is why Satan leads unbeliev- 
ers to attack the Bible account of 
Jonah. 


The Old Testament ceremony of 
bringing the first fruits of the 
crop to the Lord was evidently in- 
tended as a prophecy that the Sa- 
viour should be the first to rise 
from the dead. For I Corinthians 
15:20 says, “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” 
Then verse 23 says, “But every- 
man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.” The 
Old Testament probably has many 


It’s the lonesomest house you ever saw, 
This big gray house where I stay; 

I don’t call it livin’ at all, at all, 
Since my mother went away. 


Four long weeks ago, an’ it seems a year, 
“Gone home,” so the preacher said, 
An’ I ache in my breast with wantin’ her, 

An’ my eyes are always red. 


I stay out of doors till I’m almost froze, 
‘Cause every corner and room 

Seems empty enough to frighten a boy, 
And filled to the door with gloom. 


I hate them to call me in to my meals, 
Sometimes I think I can’t bear 

To swallow a mouthful of anything, 
And see her not sittin’ up there; 


. , , . , ‘ 
A-pourin the tea an passin the things, 


An’ laughin’ to see me take 
I wo big lumps of sugar instead of one 
An’ more than my share of cake. 


‘l’m most too big to be kissed,” I used to say, 
But somehow | don’t feel right 

Crawlin’ into bed as still as a mouse, 
Nobody saying “good-night;” 


An’ tuckin’ the clothes up under my chin, 
An’ pushin’ my hair back so— 

Things a boy makes fun of before his chums, 
But things that he likes, you know. 


There's no one to go to when things go wrong, 
She was always so safe and sure. 

Why, not a trouble could tackle’a boy 
That she couldn’t up and cure! 


There are lots of women, it seems to me, 
‘That wouldn’t be missed so ntuch— 

Women whose boys are about all grown up, 
And old maid aunties, and such. 


I can’t make out for the life of me 
Why she should have to go, 

An’ her boy left here in this old gray house, 
A-needin’ and wantin’ her so. 


I tell you, the lonesomest thing 
In this great big world today 

Is a boy of ten whose heart is broke 
‘Cause his mother is gone away. 


intimations of the future resur- 
rection of Christ which have not 
been noticed by the average Bible 
reader. 


For example, the second Psalm 
tells us that when the kings of 
the earth should set themselves 
against the Lord and His Christ 
(anointed), that “He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision.” 


And why would the Lord laugh 
when Herod and Pontius Pilate 
and the leaders of the Jews 


agree to the crucifixion of Christ? 
Because, as the Psalm continues, 
God would yet “set my king upon 


my holy hill of Zion” (vs. 6). 
Christ, although crucified, is yet 
to refgn over Israel. Then that 


necessarily involves the resurrec- 
tion, though it is not specifically 
stated. 

One of the clearest Old Testa- 
ment implications of the resur- 
rection of Christ is the Jewish 
priesthood, which of course was 
typical of Christ’s priesthood. But 


how could the coming -Messiah 
be both the sacrifice and the 
priest who offered the sacrifice? 


Only by rising from the dead af- 
ter He died! 

Melchizedek, mentioned in Gen- 
esis 14:18 as “king of Salem” and 
“priest of the most high God,” 
was particularly a type of the 
priesthood of Christ. Psalm 110:4 
says, “Thou art a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek,” 
referring to Christ; and Hebrews 
5:5,6 tells us that these Scriptures 
and the type refer to Christ. Heb- 
rews 7:3 tells us that Melchizedek 
was especially suited to be a type 
of Christ, since the record of Mel- 
chizedek gives no father, no moth- 
er, no descendent, no beginning of 
days, nor end of life. These things 
were omitted from the Old Testa- 
ment record of Melchizedek so 
that he would be a fit type of 
Christ, and Hebrews 7:16 tells us 
that Christ_is such a priest, ““Who 
is made, not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after 
the power of an endless life.’’ Only 
in having an endless life, not cut 
short by death, could Christ ful- 
fil the type of Melchizedek, in His 
priesthood. 

Thus the priesthood of the Old 
Testament, picturing Christ’s 
priesthood, clearly implies His 
resurrection. 


Throughout the Old Testament 
there is a double picture of Christ., 
He is pictured as the Man of sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief, 
the One whom it pleased the Lord 
to bruise, the One by whose 
stripes we are healed, the cruci- 
fied Saviour, as pictured in Isa- 
lah 53 and’in Psalm 22. But He is 
pictured also as the seed of Abra- 
ham who is to inherit Palestine, 
as the seed of David, the branch 
from the root of Jesse, who is to 
sit on David's throne. How can it 
be true that the Messiah, the Sav- 
iour, is to be crucified, paying for 
our sins (as is prophesied in Isa- 
lah 53) and yet be prophesied to 
rule over the whole world (as told 
in Isaiah, chapter 11)? The an- 
swer to that is the resurrection 
from the dead. Jesus died, but He 
arose again! 

This is the divinely inspired in- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 13, 1958 


Talking It Over With God 


(Continued from page 6) 


that cure always works. The way 
to be saved is to stop reasoning 
within yourself and stop talking 
and do as God tells you. 


In the New Testament our Lord 
tells about the rich fool. He was 
no fool as a farmer, for he made 
a success at that. He was reli- 
gious, for he talked to his soul. 
Some poor mortals do not even 
think they have a soul. But this 
farmer was a fool when he started 
reasoning. We read, “AND HE 
THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF” 
(Lake 12: 17). He decided to pull 
down his barns and build greater 
and there bestow his fruits and 
goods. Then he made the biggest 
blunder of all: “And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry” (Luke 12:19). But his 
clock was too slow. He said 
“ .for many years” but God said, 
“Thou fool, THIS NIGHT thy soul 
shall be required of thee” (Luke 
12:20). He left God out of his 
calculations: ‘““What shall I do be- 
cause I have no room where to be- 
stow MY fruits? This will I do 
./MY bbarns...-MY § fruits.. .MY 
goods. ./MY soul.’’ You see. it is 
“I, I, I, my, my, my”’—and then 
there comes the sudden break, 
“BUT GOD SAID....” 

I remember how my father, 
years ago, spoke to a careless 
young farmer about his soul. The 
young man made light of it in 
much the manner of this rich fool. 
“Why, Mr. Havner, I am young, 
I have plenty of time, years before 
me.” My father had no patience 
with such trifling, so he bluntly 
said, ““‘Do you remember what God 
said once to a fellow who talked 
that way? “THOU FOOL, this 
night thy soul shall be required 
of thee.’"’ The young farmer did 
not sleep that night and soon 
came tto Christ. Some of us need 


to be jolted good and hard these 
days to see what fools we are 
when we reason within ourselves 
and leave God out of our think- 
ing. No man ever said a worse 
thing than to tell his soul to take 
it easy. God says, “Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light” (Eph. 5:14). Reasoning 
within ourselves, we sink into a 
false security and slip into Hell. 


We Reason AMONG Ourselves 


Not only do we arrive at false 
conclusions when we reason within 
ourselves—we are just as mis- 
taken when WE REASON 
AMONG OURSELVES. Even 
Christians miss the mark here. 
The disciples “reasoned among 
themselves, saying, It is because 
we have no bread. And when Jesus 
knew it, He saith unto them, WHY 
REASON YE, because ye have no 
bread?” (Mark 8:16,17). What a 
perfect picture of many commit- 
tee meetings and church discuss- 
ions, worrying over how to do 
what, trying to remedy the status 
quo which the colored preacher 
said was the Latin for “the fix 
we're in.” And over it all stands 
our Lord saying, “Why reason ye, 
because ye have no bread?” He 
is the answer to all our stewing 
about ways and means to solve our 
dilemmas. 


We also read that “there arose 
a reasoning among them, which 
of them should be greatest’? (Luke 
9:46). You can hear plenty of that 
these days in church politics, 
when ‘the relative merits of Paul, 
Apollos, and Cephas are being dis- 
cussed. There is too much big 
business in God’s work with the 
idea that the key to success is 
not the promotion of God—but 


rather pulling the right wires and 
knowing the right people. That 
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kind of reasoning among ourselves 
is an abomination to God. 


But sinners reason.among them- 
selves. Look at our international 
conferences that meet in vain with 
not even public prayer allowed. 
Do you expect the deliberations of 
ungodly men to lead to anything 
but more troubles? We read that 
the scribes and Pharisees rea- 
soned among themselves (Mark 
11:31; Luke 5:21) and it led 
finally to the crucifixion of the 
Saviour. When Jesus healed the 
palsied man, we read, “But there 
were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, AND REASONING IN 
THEIR HEARTS” (Mark 2:6). All 
through the ministry of Jesus 
while common and humble people 
were being healed and _ saved, 
these scribes and Pharisees missed 
their blessing because they sat 
around and reasoned among them- 
selves—reasoning when they 
should have been rejoicing! Many 
a man has stood in a meeting as 


a spectator and an onlooker and 
has missed the blessing. of God in 
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were gone. God did not answer 


his life because he reasoned and 
argued and grumbled while others 
met the Lord. We have them in 
all our meetings. They look on 
and. see others get a blessing, but 
they reason about the truth in- 
stead of receiving the truth. If 
you are sitting in the seat of the 
scornful, I beg you not to let your 
head shut the door of your heart 
against Jesus. 


Our world is beset today by 
rationalists who think we can get 
along without God. They laugh 
at the Gospel and Christ. They 
reason among themselves instead 
of accepting the witness of God. 
and the results are everywhere 
horribly evident in this modern 
welter of crime and Communism 
and corruption. It is bound to 
happen when men reason within 
themselves and among themselves. 


We Need to Reason With 
the Lord 


gether, saith the Lord.” God does | 
not forbid reasoning but 


basis of our 


reason but of His | 


cept 


vation has been provided through 
Calvary. The natural man cannot 
receive the things of God for the 
foolishness of God is wiser than 
men. God has kept His secrets 
from the wise and prudent and has 
revealed them unto babes. There 
is a wisdom from above, a heaven- 
ly logic which the heart may re- 
ceive though the head may not un- 
derstand. Pascal said, “The heart 
has its reasons of which ‘the reason 
knows nothing.”’ God invites you to 
talk it over with Him, not to ar- 
gue or because you’can have any 
suggestions to offer, but because 
He wants to make plain the way 
of salvation and answer every 
question of your heart. 


But you must come His way. 
A Christian lawyer said, “Be- 
fore I was saved, I used to think 
that if ever I became a Christian 
it would have to be in some cen- 
ter of learning where all my ques- 
tions could be answered. But do 
you want to know where I was 
saved? In a rescue mission with a 
group of derelicts down at the 
front seat. When I knelt, I had all 
my questions. When I rose, they 


my questions; He removed them!” 
If you call on England’s Queen, 
you do not arrange the pro- 
cedure. You go on her terms, 
not yours. We come to God in the 
way He has arranged. No man 
comes to the Father but by the 
Son. The way of the shed blood, 
the rent vail, the open grave, has 
been provided. Naaman, the leper, 


15). He is the answer to all your 
problems. Call upon Him while 
He is near! 


(All rights reserved. Not to be reprinted 
withoat permission.) 


Are You Ready to Talk It 
Over With God? 


You have read that remarkable 
sermon by Dr. Vance Havner on 
“Talking it Over With God.” What 
a moving, powerful message it is! 
Surely, if you are an unconverted, 
lost sinner, you know that it is 
silly to expect God to take your 
own reasoning, or to take the rea- 


‘sonings of other men about sal- 


vation from Hell and the cure for 
your wicked, sinful heart! You 
must take God’s plan. God wants 
you to come and talk with Him 


| Christ. 


There is only one alternative: | 


“Come now and let us reason to-| for you is the only Saviour, will 


He | YOU turn to Him and trust Him 


wants us to reason with Him. That | 
reasoning, however, is not on the) 


revelation. He does not ask you to) oe 
statem opy 

abdicate your reason but to ac-| em, © it in a letter and 

His higher reasoning. God | 


has spoken in His Word and Goa | °F THE Lorp today. The moment 


has sent His Son. A way of sal-|?° trust Jesus Christ to forgive 


you and save you, the moment you 


and turn your case over to Jesus 
Will you do it today? 
If you are ready to confess that 


‘you are a poor, Jost sinner, that 
| your sins deserve punishment, and 


if you are ready to admit that 
J esus Christ who died on the cross 


now? If you will this moment 
repent of your sins and trust Je- 
sus Christ to save your soul, I 
‘beg you to sign the following 


mail it to the editor of THE Sworp 


give Him your heart and depend 
upon Him for forgiveness, your 
sins will be forgiven and you will 
be God’s child. I beg you say yes 
to God this moment in your heart 
and sign the statement, -then 
claim Him by mailing me a copy 
of this signed statement today. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. Havner’s ser- 
mon, “Talking It Over With God.” 
I here and now confess that I am 
a poor, lost sinner. This moment 
I give my heart to Jesus Christ. 
I trust Him to save my soul. I 
claim Him as-‘my Saviour! I will 
depend upon Him to change my 
heart, ‘to help me live right and 
to take me to Heaven. Please 
write to me, giving counsel and 


encouragement for the Christian 


life. 
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FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every. product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


almost missed his healing because 
he did not like the procedure. The 
arrangements did not please him. 
“Behold, I thought.” But God says, 
“Let the unrighteous man for- 
sake his thoughts.” Why? The 
next verse tells us: “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts.” 


Reasoning within ourselves, rea- 
soning among ourselves, we come 
to nought. Let us draw nigh to 
God and He will draw nigh to us. 
And what a blessed result! “... 
though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). 
That is our trouble anyway—sin. 
It is the heart, not the head, that 
needs attention. All our reasoning 
cannot solve the problem of sin. 
Education gets nowhere in this 
direction. But what is beyond your 
head to reason is not beyond your 
heart to receive. 


Long ago a learned doctor came 
to Jesus by night. He was disposed 
to reason about the new birth: 
“How can a man be born when he 
is old?” “How can these things 
be?” But Jesus reminded him of 
Moses and the brazen serpent in 
the wilderness. The stiake-bitten 
Israelites did not reason_out how 
such a thing could be. They were 
too sick, and they didn’t have 
time. They only looked as they 
looked, they lived. “Even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up”; and 
even so He was lifted up, and 
whosoever believes shall not per- 
ish, but have eternal life. It is not 
the way of logic but the way of a 
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Christ’s Resurrection 


(Continued from page 7) 


terpretation given by Peter in his 
sermon at Pentecost, recorded in 
Acts, chapter 2. There Peter says 
of David, “Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; He seeing this before 
spake of the _ resurrection of 
Christ, that his soul was not left 
in hell, neither his flesh did see 
corruption” (Acts 2:30, 31). Every 
Old Testament prophecy that 
Christ should sit on David's 
throne, that Christ should rule 
the world, necessarily involves the 
resurrection of Christ. So Peter 
says, by divine inspiration, that 
David foretold that God, “accord- 
ing to the flesh,” “would raise up 
Christ to sit on his throne.” 


Thus the resurrection of Christ 
is a fundamental doctrine every- 
where implied and sometimes 
plainly declared in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


4. Jesus Himself Often Fore- 
told His Coming Death on 
the Cross and His 
Resurrection 

Jesus. knew that He was going 
to die for the sins of the world. 


He often said so. Jesus likewise 
knew that He would rise from the 
dead and repeatedly He foretold 
it. 

Jesus foretold His resurrection 
when He referred to Jonah after 
three days and nights coming 
forth from the whale (Matt. 12: 
39, 40). 


In Matthew 20: 18, 19 Jesus told 
the twelve disciples, “Behold, we 
go up to Jerusalem; and the Son 
of man shall be betrayed unto the 
chief priests and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to 
death, And shall deliver him to 
the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify him: and 
the third day he shall rise again.” 
Jesus knew the whole program. 
He, with the Father, had planned 
it before the world began. But 
that horrible tragedy of His cru- 
cifixion would have a happy end- 
ing; “And the third’ day he shall 
rise again”! 

In Matthew 17:9, on the Mount 
of Transgifuration, “Jesus charged 
them [the three favored disciples 
who saw His. transfiguration], 
saying, ‘““Tell the vision to no man, 
until the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead.” The rising 
from the déad was in His mind all 
the time, as the triumphant finale 
of the crucifixion, 

In Luke 9:22 Jesus straitly 
charged the disciples not to dis- 
cuss Him as the Christ of God at 
the present, “Saying, The Son of 
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poe must suffer many things, and 
| be rejected of the elders and chief 
'priests and scribes, and be slain, 


and be raised the third day.” 

In John 10:17,18 Jesus plainly 
said that His crucifixion and His 
resurrection were His own plan. 
He said, “Therefore doth my Fa- 
ther love me, because I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself. i have pow- 
er to lay it down, and I have pow- 
er to take it again. This command- 
ment have I received of my: Fa- 
ther.” 

The crucifixion and resurrection 
were inevitably connected in the 
mind of Christ and in His plan, 
just as they are connected in the 
gospel as preached by Paul and 
other Bible preachers. 

If Christ’s resurrection was of 
so great. importance in His own 
thinking and His own preaching 
it is pre-eminently important for 
the thinking of Christians today. 


5. Bible Preachers Continually 
Proclaimed the Resurrection 
of Christ 

Most Bible-believing preachers 
preach on the _ resurrection of 
Christ at Easter time, I hope. But 
how different was the plan of 
preachers in Bible times! If we 
read through the book of Acts, we 
will find that practically every 


time Peter and Paul and other 
Bible preachers preached, they 
spoke of the _ resurrection of 


Christ. Evidently the resurrection 
is of far more importance than 
we realize, and we would do well 
to follow the pattern of Bible 
preachers. 

When Judas Iscariot, the un- 
saved apostle, went and hanged 
‘himself after betraying the Sav- 
iour, the eleven disciples forth- 
with met. They, led by the Spirit, 
must elect another apostle and 
that at once! Why? They must 
have another man, making twelve 
in all who had been with Christ 
from the baptism of John on to 
His resurrection. Acts 1:21, 22 
says, in words of Peter, “Where- 
fore of these men which have 
companied with us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, Beginning from the 


day that he was taken up from 
us, must one be ordained to be a 
witness with us of his resurrec- 
tion.” The primary plan was that 
these twelve men who had been 
with Jesus all of His public min- 
istry and who were themselves 
eyewitnesses of His death and 
burial, and who had themselves 
seen Him after His resurrection, 
talked with Him, handled Him, 
should continually give a first- 
hand testimony that Christ was 
really risen from the dead. 

In the second chapter of Acts, 
verses 24 to 36, thirteen verses are 
given in Peter’s sermon to the 
resurrection of Christ! 


In Acts 3:14, 15 Peter, preach- 


baptism of John, unto that same 


ing to the multitude gathered in 
the temple when the lame man | 
was healed, said, “But ye denied | 
the Holy One and the Just, and | 
desired a murderer to be granted | 
unto you; And killed the Prince 
of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are 
witnesses.” 


In the same chapter, Acts 3:26, 
Peter in the same sermon men- 
tions again the resurrection of 
Christ, saying, “Unto you first 
God, having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities.”’ 

The apostles were often arres- 
ted. And what was the doctrine 
they always stressed which a- 
roused the enmity of the leaders? 
It was the resurrection! Acts 4: 
1, 2 says, “And as they spake un- 
to the people, the priests, and the 
captain of the temple, and the 
Sadduccees, came upon them, Be- 
ing grieved that they taught the 
people, and preached through Je- 
sus~ the resurrection from. the 
dead.” 


of the Jews, was asked, “By what 
power, or by what name, have ye 
done this?” (that is, the healing 
of the lame man in the temple). 
Part of Peter’s answer is given in 
Acts 4:10, “Be it known unto you 


that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand 
here before you whole.” Peter 


resurrection. The resurrection 
a part of the Gospel, one of the 
facts which is the basis of saving 
faith. 


apostles and their converts were 
again filled with the Holy Spirit 
and we are told that, “And with 


ness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33). The apos- 
tles may. not have been good 
preachers but they were good wit- 
nesses. They had seen the resur- 
rected Saviour and they insisted 
on telling it everywhere, in jail 
and out of jail, before the com- 
mon people and before the rulers. 
“With great power gave the apos- 
tles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus.” May God grant 
us to be faithful witnesses also of 
the resurrected Saviour whom we 
have met, and who has shown 
His power in our lives. 

In Acts 5:29, 30 we find that 
“Peter and the other apostles” 
faced the Sanhedrin boldly and 
said, “The God of our :fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew 


turally they proceeded to Say, 
“Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins” 
(vs. 31). 

Paul’s preaching abounded, like- 


rection of Christ. In fact, Paul 
based all of his theology on the 
fact that Christ was risen from 
the dead, after dying for man’s 
sins. 

Paul and Barnabas on their first 
missionary journey came to Anti- 
och of Pisidia and there in the 
synagogue Paul preached a great 
sermon. Telling how Christ had 
been crucified, Paul then said: 
“And when they had fulfilled all 
that was written of him, they took 
him down from the tree, and laid 
him in a sepulchre. But God raised 
him from the dead” (Acts 13:29, 
30). 

Then, to prove the resurrection, 
Paul quoted the second Psalm 
where it is said of Christ, “Thou 
art my Son; this day have f be- 
gotten thee”; and from the six- 
teenth Psalm, verse 10, “. .. nei- 
ther wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.” Then in 
Acts 13:37, in ‘the same service he 
says, “But he, whom God raised 
again, saw no corruption.” Then, 
with this background, he preached 
to them the forgiveness of sins by 
faith in this resurrected Saviour. 

When Paul went to Athens, 
the center of culture of the world 
at that time, he preached to them 
the resurrection of Christ. Acts 
17:18 tells us, “Then certain phi- 
losophers of the Epicureans, and 
of the Stoics, encountered him. 
And some said, What will this 
babbler say? other some, He 
seemeth to be a setter forth of 


strange gods: because he preached 


in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man 


unto them Jesus, and the resur- 
rection.” It had already gotten 
out that Paul was a resurrection 
preacher! Then when Paul stood 
up, to preach to them, calling 
them to worship the unknown 
God (unknown to their heathen 
minds, though they had an altar 
erected to him), Paul said, “And 
the times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent: 
Because he hath appointed a day, 


whom he hath ordained; whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him 
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Peter, called before the rulers | 


all, and to all the people of Israel, | 


could not preach about Jesus with- | 
out mentioning His death and His | 
is | 


In Acts 4:31 werfind that the | 


great power gave the apostles wit- | 


and hanged on a tree.” Then na- | 


wise, in references to the resur-| 


from the dead” (Acts 17:30, 31). 
Paul says that God commands all 


men everywhere to repent because 
_ Christ has been raised from the 
dead and that authenticates Him 
las the One who will judge the 


world. Therefore men should re- 
pent and trust Christ. He is the 
resurrected Saviour and therefore 
will be the judge. 

And what was the reaction of 
the Athenians, wise in their own 
eyes? Verse 32 following says, 
'“And when they heard of the res- 
‘urrection of the dead, some 
mocked: and others said, We will 
hear thee again of this matter.” 

Paul’s theme everywhere he 
went was the resurrection. When 
he was, after his arrest, brought 
before Felix he was allowed to 
speak for himself. Among other 
things he said, “But this I confess 
unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship 
I the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in 
the law and in the prophets: And 
have hope toward God, which they 


themselves also allow, that there | 


| shall be a resurrection of-the dead, 
both of the just and unjust” (Acts 
24:14, 15). 

| Then again in the same talk be- 
fore Felix he tells how he had 
'made an issue of the resurrection 
before the Sanhedrin and says, 
“Or else let these same here say, 
‘if they have found any evil doing 
in me, while I stood before the 
council, Excep¥ it be for this one 
voice, that I cried standing among 
them, Touching the’ resurrection 
of the dead I am called in question 
by you this day” (Acts 24:20,21). 


place of Felix as governor, and 
King Agrippa with his wife Ber- 
‘nice came to Caesarea to visit 
i'with Festus. Festus did not know 
|all about Paul but as he reported 
the matter to King Agrippa he 
|' showed that the cardinal teaching 
'of Paul he understood. 

The Jews “had certain ques- 
tions against him of their own 
|superstition, and of one Jesus, 
‘which was dead, whom Paul af- 
\firmed to be’ alive” (Acts 25:19). 
|'Yes, dear old Paul, everywhere 
/he went, affirmed that Jesus was 
| alive! 

So it came about that Paul was 


After two years Festus took the 


called in to speak before Agrippa 
and came at once to the great 
point; that Jesus who was cruci- 
fied, dying for men’s sins, had 
risen from the dead and was able 
to save all who trusted in Him! 
Dramatically before King Agrippa 
Paul said, “Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God should raise the 
dead?” (Acts-26:8). And then Paul 
proceeded to tell of his own con- 
version—how, on the road to Da- 
mascus to punish Christians, “he 
was struck down at midday and 
heard a voice speaking, and be- 
hold, it was the voice of this same 
resurrected Jesus! And there Pau] 
Saw the Saviour. Remember that 
in I Corinthians 15:8, after telling 
of all of the eyewitnesses of the 
Saviour’s resurrection, Paul had 
said, “And last of all he was seen 
of me also, as of one born out of 
due time.” Paul meant that one 
day all the remnant of Jews left 
alive will see the Saviour and that 
blind spiritual eyes will be opened 
and they will know Him and love 
Him and serve Him. But he, Paul 
was born ahead of time, it seems, 
converted before the remnant of 
Jews. He himself saw Jesus. I 
think it was there on the road to 
Damascus. I think that is why 
Paul was struck blind. The glory 
of that face, that resurrected Je- 
Sus, struck Paul blind! I do not 
wonder that John, on the isle of 
Patmos, fell at his feet as one 
dead, when he saw Him, as he 
tells us in Revelation 1:17. So 
Paul told King Agrippa of his per- 
sonal acquaintance with the resur- 
rected Saviour. 

In that noble defense before 
King Agrippa, Paul gives again 
the substance of his whole Gospel. 
In Acts 26:22, 23 he says, “Hav- 
ing therefore obtained help of God, 
I continue unto this day, witness- 
ing both to small and great, Say- 
ing none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did 
Say should come: That Christ 
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Christ’s Resurrection 


(Continued from page 9) 


should suffer, and that he should 
be the first that should rise from 
the dead, and should shew light 
unto the people, and to the Gen- 
tiles.” Paul preached, proving his 
points by many Old Testament 
Scriptures, that Christ was proph- 
esied to suffer on the cross “and 
that he should be the first that 
should rise from the dead.” 

We can be sure from Paul’s 
statement in I Corinthians 15:3, 
4 that the resurrection of Christ, 
according to the Scriptures, was 
part of the saving Gospel he 
preached, and from the examples 
given in the book of Acts, that 
Paul everywhere preached the 
resurrection of Christ when he 
preached the Gospel. 

We can draw no other conclu- 
sion than that the resurrection is 
as vital a part of the Gospel, as 
preached by New ‘Testament 
preachers, as the death of Christ 
itself. Oh, then let us testify to 
the fact that Christ is risen from 
the dead! 


6. The Resurrection of Christ 
Is Essential Basis of Other 
Great Bible Doctrines 

We have shown above that the 
resurrection of Christ was the 


Christian’s Secret 
of a Happy Life 


by Hannah Whitall Smith 


This book is a Christian 
classic on a par with Pil- 
grim‘'s Progress and In His~ 
Steps. It ought to be in the 
library of every Christian. 
It reveals that a life of vic- 


single great proof of His deity and 
that belief in the resurrection is 
essential to saving faith, since the 
resurrection of Christ is part of 
the saving Gospel itself, as taught 
in I Corinthians 15:3, 4. 


But there are certain other 
great doctrines of the Christian 
faith which are based upon the 
resurrection of Christ. Without 
the bodily resurrection of Christ, 
these essential facts could not be 
and these doctrines would be un- 
tenable. f 


First, Christ’s resurrection from 
the dead was essential to our jus- 
tification. The believer in Christ 
is justified, by which we mean 
that legally he is counted innocent 
and just. Christ was counted guil- 
ty for our sake. One who believes 
in Christ is counted just. 


In Romans, chapter 4, we are 
clearly taught that “Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness” (vs. 
3). And again, “It was imputed to 
him for righteousness” (vs. 22). 
Then Romans 4:24, 25 says: “But 
for us also, to whom it shall be 
imputed, if we believe on him that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead; Who was delivered for 
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our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification.” 


Again the theme comes in that 
salvation of a sinner would be im- 
possible if Christ had not risen 
from the dead. And one who be- 
lieves in Christ must believe that 
He arose from the dead. God's 
raising Christ from the dead 
proved that He was willing to for- 
give sinners. Christ’s rising from 
the dead proved that He was the 
Son of God and able to save. And 
if Christ died to pay for our sins 
(our offences, verse 25 calls 
them), He was raised from the 
dead for our justification. Christ, 
having died and risen again, is 
the perpetual witness that sin has 
been paid for. He can always pre- 
sent the wounds in His hands and 
His feet and the scar in His side 
to prove that the demands of the 
law have been fully met, that sin 
has been paid for and that the 
believing sinner has a right to be 
classed as just before God, for 
Christ’s sake. The justification of 
a sinner depends upon Christ’s 
resurrection. 


In Romans 5:10 this doctrine is 
reiterated. “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by his life.” I think we 
might say that we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son 
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but We are continually kept by 
His resurrected life. 


Second, a kindred doctrine \to 
our justification by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ is the Bible truth 
that Christ’s high-priestly inter- 
cession for us depended upon His 
resurrection from the dead. If 
Christ were to represent in Heav- 
en before the Father those on 
earth who have trusted Him for 
salvation, He must be a living 
man, to represent living men. 
Christ died as a man and so Christ 
must rise aS a man and live in 
Heaven as a man, to be man’s 
mediator and priest. 


This is clearly taught in Heb- 
rews 7:23-25 which says: “And 
they truly were many priests, be- 
cause they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: But 
this man, because he continueth 
ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.” 


One trouble with the priests of 
the Old Testament times, priests 
of the first covenant, was that 
“they were not suffered to contin- 
ue by reason of death.”” No human 
priest would be adequate to ap- 
pear for men before God, if that 
priest should die and his priest- 
hood end. But that is not the case 
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with Jesus, as verse 24 explains. 
“But this man, because he con- 
tinueth ever, hath an unchange- 
able priesthood.” 


Oh, thank God for the blessed 
teaching of verse 25 that Christ 
is able to save us to the uttermost 
that come to God by Him, “seeing 
he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them”! 


One of the great essentials of a 
high priest in the heavenlies is 
that he must be one who “ever 
liveth.” And Christ is such a liv- 
ing priest, risen from the dead. 


It is a very shallow and inade- 
quate conception of God’s plan of 
salvation if we think that Christ 
died once and that henceforth He 
has nothing to do for the believer. 
Oh, but this very day He is at the 
right hand of the Father, taking 
the part of every sinner who 
trusts in Him. That is the reason 
that the Lord can keep all those 
He saves. In I John 2:1, 2 is this 
blessed teaching. “My little chil- 
dren, these things write I unto 
you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: And he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins: and not for our’s 
only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.” 


We who have trusted in Christ 
“have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
The living, resurrected Saviour is 
our mediator, our advocate, our 
lawyer at the court of Heaven! 
And this high-priestly interces- 
sion of Jesus depended upon His 
resurrection, as the Scripture ex- 
pressly states. 

A third great doctrine which is 
based upon the resurrection of 
Christ is the doctrine of a coming 
judgment. In John 5:22 Jesus tells 
us, “For the Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son.” The reason 
given is that God wants “that all 
men should honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father” (vs: 
23). Christ is to be the judge 
whom all men must face. 

Christians must give an account 
before Christ. Second Corinthians 
5:10 says, “For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” But primarily Christ 
must judge the unsaved world 
must judge this world that hates 
Him, the world that crucified Him, 
the world that still rejects Him. 
That judgment the Father has 
committed into the hands of the 
Son. But it required a resurrected 
Saviour to judge those who cru- 
cified Him. So in his sermon at 
Athens, Paul says by divine inspi- 
ration, “Because he hath appoin- 
ted a day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained: 
whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead” (Acts 
17:31). 

God has given all judgment to 
the Son. The proof that there will 
be a great final judgment is that 
Jesus. Christ is risen from the 
dead! This living Christ, the 
Christ with a human body (the 
glorified and perfect One) on the 
great white throne—before Him 
shall be gathered all the unregen- 
erate, and the record books shall 
be opened. Each one will be judged 
according to his works, by this 
risen Christ! The necessary basis 
for the coming judgment is the 
resurrection of Christ from the 
dead. ; 

Another doctrine, very precious 
to me, which depends upon the 
resurrection of Christ, is the re- 
turn of Christ and His reign on 
David's throne. God promised Da- 
vid in II Samuel 7:16, “And thine 
house and thy kingdom shall be 
established for ever before thee: 
thy throne shall be established for 
ever.” Isaiah 11:1 tells how the 
kingly sprout shall come again 
from the stump of a tree (now 
cut down temporarily) of David’s 
dynasty and how “a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots.” That 
Branch, of course, is Christ in His 
second coming and reign. And the 
angel Gabriel, announcing the im- 
pending birth of the Saviour, said 
to Mary; “He shall be great, and 
Shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end” (Luke 1:32;>33). Jesus is 
to have the throne of David and 
is to reign thereon personally, 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Christs’ Resurrection 


(Continued from page 10) 


bodily. But that requires a resur- 
rected Saviour. 

That is what the Scripture 
plainly says. In Acts 2 Peter, 
preaching at Pentecost, quoted the 
sixteenth Psalm which promised 
the resurrection of Jesus, and said 
of David, “Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne” (Acts 2:30). God raised 
up Jesus ‘according to: the flesh, to 
sit on David's throne. 

It is obvious that to believe in 
the literal coming and reign of 
Christ one must believe in His 
bodily resurrection. Dr. B. H. Car- 
roll, the famous founder of South- 
western Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary at Fort Worth and the most 


prominent theologian Southern 
Baptists have ever produced, told 
Dr. W. B. Riley, shortly before 


Dr. Carroll’s death, that he 


| 


been greatly impressed with this | 


fact: premillennialists do not turn 
out to be modernists. Postmillen- 
nialists often did, Dr. Carroll said. 
Yet Dr. Carroll himself had bee« 
widely known as a premiliennial- 
ist, and his testimony is striking. 
I use it here, however, wholly to 
illustrate the fact that those who 
believe in the literal return of 
Christ and His literal reign must 
believe in His resurrection. 
Last, but certainly not least, the 
blessed hope that Christians have 
of being called from the grave, of 
having bodies that never grow 
old, that are never sick, perfect 
bodies, glorified bodies, depends 
wholly on 


vpeen | 


tion of others. In I Corinthians 
15:17-23 this solemn and beautiful 
teaching is given. 


“17And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. 18 Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. 19 If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are 
of all men most miserable. 20 But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept. 21 For since by man 
came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For 
as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 23 
But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his com- 
ing.” 


Verse 17 says that if Christ be 
not raised our faith is vain and 
all of us who trusted in Him are 


had | still lost! 


Verse 18 tells us that if Christ 


| be not raised then all the Chris- 


tians who have fallen asleep are 
perished, are gone forever, and we 
will never see them again. Small 
wonder that the next verse says 
that if in this life only we have 
hope in Christ “we are of all men 
most miserable’! But then comes 
the triumphant statement in verse 
20, that Christ is now risen from 
the dead “and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept.” Verse 
23 says again that Christ is the 
firstfruits, and then afterward 
they that are Christ’s at His com- 
ing. When Jesus comes He will 
raise the Christian dead and 


the resurrection of |change the Christians that are 


Christ. The Bible repeatedly con-| living. And all this is guaranteed 
'by His own resurrection from the 
with the doctrine of the resurrec- | 


nects the resurrection of Christ 
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This precious doctrine is taught 
again in Philippians 3:20, 21 which 
says, “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working wherby 
is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” 


Here we are told that true 
Christians look happily for the 
coming of the Saviour, knowing 
that He “shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fasioned like 
unto his glorious body.” If Christ, 
with a resurrected body, came out 
of Joseph’s tomb and lives again, 
then thank God we will be 
changed and glorified and receive 
bodies like unto His glorious body, 
when He comes! 


Again in Romans 8:11 the Holy 
Spirit tells us that He who raised 
up Jesus from the dead will also 
raise up us, in whom the same 
Spirit dwells. “But if the Spirit 
of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you.” Our resurrection depends 
on the resurrection of Christ. If 
He .is risen then we, too, who 
trust in Him and in whom the 
Spirit makes His home, shall be 
raised from the dead, if we sleep; 
and shall be instantly changed and 
glorified if we are yet alive, when 
Jesus comes. 

Any teaching that the body of 
Jesus decayed and mouldered in 
the dust in a Palestinian grave is 
not Christianity. Any body of doc- 
trine that omits the personal, lit- 


The Lord willing, when you 
read this statement, I will be 
conducting evangelistic meet- 
ings in Australia and New Zea- 
land. I am booked ‘for one-week 
meetings in six different cities. 
Now, I want to ask four things 
of our friends: 

While I am gone, please 
pray earnestly that God will 
bless my ministry and give me 
strength. 

2. As soon as I return, which 
will be about March 17, Bob, 


Jr., leaves for evangelistic 
meetings in He will 
be gone about seven weeks. 


Pray earnestly for Bob that 
God may use him in winning 
many people to the Lord. 

3. Pray more earnestly than 
-_ have ever prayed for Bob 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


Jones University that it may be 
true to its trust and faithful 
to its testimony. 

4. Please keep the contribu- 
tions coming in for the Student 
Loan Endowment and mission- 
ary funds while I am gone, We 
are counting on you. 

I will not write every week, 
but I am asking my good friend 
and brother, Dr. Rice, the edi- 
tor of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
to carry this article every week 
until I get back home. We are 
counting on you, and I am sure 
you will not let us down. Thank 
you, every one, and God bless 


you. 
BOB JONES, Founder 


(Advertisement) 


eral resurrection of Christ is not 
Christianity. It is a false religion; 
a pagan, ungodly religion. For 
this reason we must say that the 
modernist who denies the resur- 
rection of Christ is not a Chris- 
tian. He has denied the deity of 
Christ, for Jesus said that His 
deity would be proved by the one 
sign of His resurrection. He has 
denied the integrity of the Bible 
which everywhere, in the Old 
Testament and the New Testa- 
ment, declares or implies the res- 
urrection of Christ. He has turned 
his back on historic Christianity, 
the kind of Christianity preached 
by the apostles and held by saints 
and martyrs down through the 
centuries. Anybody who denies the 
basic fact of the resurrection of 
Christ has denied Christianity it- 
self, has denied Christ, has denied 
the Bible, has denied the God of 
the Bible! 


Oh, may this doctrine become 
blessed and real to our hearts! 
Too many have said the Apostles’ 
Creed, quoting “ 
he rose again from the dead,” and | 
yet their hearts have not entered 
into the joyful anticipation and 
the glorious blessing that is ours 
because Christ rose from the dead! 
I suggest, dear reader, that with 
humble hearts we _ rejoice 
praise God for our living, 
rected Saviour. 

His resurrection is part of the 
blessed Gospel by which we are 
saved. 


It is a necessary basis for our 
justification, for Christ’s high- 
priestly intercession, for the judg- 
ment of sinners, for Christ’s reign 
on earth, and for our own resur- 
rection. 


resur- 


7. Baptism Was Given As a 
Perpetual Reminder that 
Christ Was Raised 
From the Dead! 

Those who turn away from Bi- | 
ble Christianity do so deliberately, 
willfully. Our Saviour did not 
leave the great central doctrine of 
our faith in doubt, nor did He 
leave them so they could be for- 
gotten by any honest heart. He 
gave the Last Supper to com- 
memorate His death and _ said, 
“For as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come” (as 
revealed to Paul, I Cor. 11:26). 
This oft-repeated ceremony re- 
minds every believing child of God 
that the death of Christ for our 


Sins is the basis of our salvation. 
. But remarkably enough, the! 
Lord added another ordinance, 
commanded to be observed by 
every convert, which shows His 
bodily resurrection. That ordin- 
ance is baptism. Romans 6:4, 5 
says: “Therefore we are buried 


with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resur- 
rection.” Every person who has 
been baptized, then, should have 
remembered that Christ’s death 
and His resurrection alike are 
part of the saving Gospel. The or- 
dinance of baptism, as given in 
the Scriptures, should be carried 
out faithfully, not as a means of 
salvation, but as a testimony to 
the death and _ resurrection of 
Christ, which is the basis of all 
of our hope in Him. 

Colossians 2:12, 13 gives us the 
same teaching. “Buried with him 
in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. And 
you, being dead in your sins and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes.” 

Note that baptism reminds a 
Christian that Christ rose from 
the dead. And here we find that 
baptism typifies not only that the 
Christian shall be raised from the 
grave, as Christ was, but that 
even now the Christian has en- 
tered into the resurrection life. 


|The Christian is to count himself 


already alive from the dead. He 
is to count that, in Christ, he 
is a new creature, so is to strive 
to live as if he had attained 
to the resurrection. Of course, 
all of us still have our frailties, 


jJiand all of us are still “in this 
‘frail, carnal body which is doom- 
jied to die, but thanks be to God, 


we can look forward happily 


. the third day | 


| 


| 


Keeping Bad Company 


(Continued from page 1) 


acter may be. Associate with 
horse-thieves, you will become a 
horse-thief. Clan with burglars, 
and you will become a burglar. Go 
among the unclean, and you will 
become unclean. Not appreciating 
the truth of my text, many a 
young man has been destroyed. 
He wakes up some morning in the 
great city, and knows no one ex- 
cept the persons into whose em- 
ploy he has entered. 


As he goes into the store all 
the clerks mark him, measure him 
and discuss him. The upright 
young men of the store wish him 
well, but perhaps wait for a for- 
mal introduction, and even then 
have some delicacy about inviting 
him into their associations. But 
the bad young men of the store 
at the first opportunity approach 
and offer their services. They 
patronize him. They profess to 


Shun Those Who Do Not 
Believe the Bible 


First, I warn you to shun the 
skeptic—the young man who puts 
his fingers in his vest and lhaughs 
at your old-fashioned religion, and 
turns over to some mystery of 
the Bible, and says, “Explain that, 
my pious friend; explain that.” 
And who says, “Nobody shall scare 
me; I am not afraid of the future; 
I used to believe in such things, 
and so did my father and mother, 
but I have got over it.” Yes, he 
has got over it; and if you sit in 
his company a little longer, you 
will get over it too. Without pre- 
senting one argument against the 
Christian religion, such men will, 
by their jeers and scoffs and cari- 
catures, destroy your respect for 
that religion, which was the 
strength of your father in his de- 
clining years, and the pillow of 


know all about the town. They| your old mother when she lay 


wishes to go—if he will pay the | 


| will take him anywhere that he | | a-dying. 


Alas! a time will come when 


| expenses. For if a good young man, that blustering young infidel will 
and a bad young man go to some | | have to die, and then his diamond 


and | 


| 


‘with victory 


place where they ought not, the) 
good young man has 
to pay ‘the charges. At the moment | 
the ticket is to be paid for, or the 
champagne settled for, the bad 
young man feels around in his 
pockets and says, “I have forgot- 
ten my pocketbook.” In forty- 
eight hours after the young man 
has entered the store the bad fel- 
lows of the establishment slap him 


|on the shoulder familiarly; and, at 


his stupidity in taking certain al- 
lusions, say, 


you will have to be broken in”; | 
|and they immediately proceed to 


break him in. Young man, in the 
name of God I warn you to be- 
ware how you let a bad man talk 
familiarly with you. If such an 
one slap you on the shoulder fa- 
miliarly, turn round and give him 
a withering look, until the wretch 
crouches in your presence. There 
is no monstrosity of wickedness 
that can stand unabashed under 
the glance of purity and honor. God 
keeps the lightnings of heaven in 
his own scabbard, and no human 
arm can wield them; but God 
gives to every young man a light- 
ning that he may use, and that is 
the lightning of an honest eye. 
Those who have been close ob- 


servers of city life will not wonder | 
why I give warning to young men, | 
bad com-| 


and say, “Beware of 


pany.” 


will 
body 


when our bodies 
up, as was the 


time 
raised 


| 
| 


| 


“My young friend, | 


| 
| 


in our hearts to the | 
be | 
of | 


Jesus. And the triumph and happi- | 
ness in a Christian’s life can only | 


the dead. 


If one comes to you preaching | 
any other doctrine than this doc- | 
trine of Christ, II John 10, 11 
commands us that such a one 
should not be received into your 
houses, and you should not bid 
him God speed. He is an enemy of 
the cross of Christ. The atoning 
death of Christ for our sins and 
His resurrection from the grave 
for our justification are the twin 
doctrines of the Gospel, the basis 
of saving faith, the basis of most 
of the great doctrines of the Bible. 


Hold this teaching dear, then, 
and rejoice in the Lord that Christ 
is risen from the dead. Let us have 
an Easter in our hearts every day 
in the year, knowing that our Sa- 
viour triumphed over death, Hell 
and the grave and is even now at 
the right hand of the Father mak- 
ing intercession for us. And one 
day.we will see Him, Jesus our 
Saviour, the God-man who died 
and rose from the grave. We will 
be able to put our fingers in the 
nail prints of His hands and feel 
the wound in His side, handling 
Him as did the apostles when He 
was alive, and rejoice in the physi- 
cal evidence, as they did, that He 
arose from the grave. Oh, resur- 
rected Saviour! Oh, blessed tri- 
umphant ‘hope of the Christian! 


(The above is part of the message 
THE RESURRECTION OF J ESUS 
CHRIST now offered in beautifal Easter 
pamphlet form with two-colored cover, 
fifty-five pages. This beautifal Easter 
pamphlet sent free, postpaid, with every 
gift of $2 or more for the Sword Building 
Fund Easter Offering. Address your letter 
to The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, IIli- 
nois. You and your friends need this 
beautiful book! It will ‘convince the skep- 
tics and doubters. It will give you material 
for teaching or preaching at Easter time. 
Get your copy in book form for permanent 
use, to lend to your friends and keep in 
your library.) 


ring will flash no splendor in the 


invariably | eyes of Death, as he stands over 


the couch, waiting for his soul. 
Those beautiful locks will be un- 
combed upon the pillow; and the 
dying man will say, “I cannot die 
—I cannot die.” 

Death standing ready beside the 
couch, says, “You must die; you 
have only half a minute to live; 
let me have it right away—your 
soul.” 


“No,” the young infidel, 
(Continued on page 12) 


says 


TION 


PASSION PLAY 


come because Christ rose from | ‘Begins the 1953 Season 


on April 5 


In its 18th season, this great drama 
will relive the events in the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 


Since 1935 niore than 240 pre- 
sentations have been made to tens of 
thousands of young and old con- 
vincing many that they should serve 
Christ. Zion Passion Play is pre- 
sented with the greatest of reference 
by consecrated talent without fi- 
nancial remuneration, with proceeds 
above expense going toward foreign 
missionary endeavors. 


Zion Passion Play is written and 
directed by Jabez Taylor who visited 
Palestine to gain knowledge and 
understanding of the customs and 
other factual material to make this 
play authentic in every respect and 
according to the Holy Scriptures. 


From Illinois, Ohio, Iowa and — 
consin—from everywhere .. . 
come by car, bus and rail to see this 
wonderfully portrayed spiritual spec- 
tacle. Charter a bus and make a 
day of it—special group rates for 
20 or more tickets up to May 10 are 
available now—$1.00 for adults, 50c 
for children under 12. 


Reserved seat prices $1.20 and 60c, 


Make your reservation now for 
good seats. All orders should be ad- 
dressed to 


Zion Passion Play 


Zion, Ill. — Tel. TRinity 2-4520 


(Special circular giving all details will be 
sent upon request.) 
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Keeping Bad Company 


(Continued from page 11) 
‘here are my gold rings, and these 
pictures; take them all.” 

“No,” says Death, “What do 
I care for pictures!—your soul.” 

“Stand back,” says the dying in- 
fidel. 

“I will not stand back,” 
Death, “for you 


says 


have only ten) 


seconds now to live; 1 want your) 


soul.” 


| 


nothing to do. Let him go out 
and visit the poor, or distribute 
‘tracts, or go and read the Bible to 
the sick, or take out his New 
Testament and be making his eter- 
nal fortune. Let him go into the 
back office and pray. 


Shrink back from idleness in 
yourself and—in others, if you 
would maintain a right position. 
Good old Ashbel Green, at more 


The dying man says, “Don't| than eicht sical “sil “heist 
” * a ' “ > as 
breathe that cold air into my face. | amy Y & 


You crowd me too hard. It is get-| 


ding dark in the room. O God!” 
‘Hiush,” says Death; “you said 
there was no God.” 


’? > 2 
“Pray for me,” exclaims the ex- 


piring infidel. 
“Too late to pray,”’ says Death; 


“but three more seconds to live, | 


and I will count them off—one—- 
two—three.” He has gone! Where? 
Where? Carry him out—out, and 
bury him beside his father and 
mother, who died while holding 
fast the Christian religion. They 


died singing; but the young in-| 


fidel only said, “Don’t breathe that 
é€0ld air into my face. You crowd 
me too hard. It is getting dark 
m the room.” 


Avoid Idlers 


Again, I urge you to shun the 
companionship of idlers. There are 
men hanging around every store, 
end office and shop, who have 
nothing to do, or act as if they 
had not. They are apt to come 
fn when the firm are away, and 
wish to engage you in conversa- 
tion while you are engaged in 
your regular employment. Politely 
suggest to such persons that you 


: 
| 
| 


| 


’ 


| 
| 


; 


found busy writing, and some 
young man said to him: “Why do 
you keep busy? It is time for you 
to rest?” 


He answered: “I keep busy to 
keep out of mischief.” No man is 
strong enough to be idle. 

Are you fond of pictures? If so 
I will show you one of the works 


occupation to sport. There are 
young men whose industry and 
usefulness have fallen overboard 
from the yacht on the Hudson or 
the Schuylkill. There are men 
whose business fell through the ice 
of the skating pond, and has never 
since been heard of. There is a 
beauty in the gliding of a boat, 
in the song of skates, in the soar- 
ing of a well-struck ball, and I 
never see one fly but I involun- 
tarily throw up my hands to catch 
it; and, so far from laying an in- 
juction upon balf playing, or any 
other ‘innocent sport, I claim them 
all as belonging of right to those 
of us who toil in the grand in- 
dustries of church and state. 

But the life business of plea- 
sure-seecking always makes in the 
end a criminal or a sot. George 
Brummell was smiled upon by all 
England, and his life was given 
to pleasure. He danced with peer- 


esses, and swung a round of mirth, 


of an old master. Here it is: “I| and wealth, and applause, until 
went by the field of ‘the slothful,| exhausted of purse, and worn out 
and by the vineyard of the manj|of body, and bankrupt of reputa- 


void of understanding; And, lo, 


(it was all grown over with thorns, 
|and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall there- 
Lof was broken down. Then I saw, 
'and considered well: I looked up- 
on it, and received instruction. Yet 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep: 
So shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth; and thy want as 
an armed man” (Prov. 24:30-32). 
I don’t know of another sentence 
in the Bible more explosive than 
that. It first hisses softly, like 
the fuse of a cannon, and at last 
bursts like a fifty-four pounder. 
The old proverb was right: “The 
Devil tempts most men, but idlers 
tempt the Devil.” 


A young man came to a man 


have no time to give them during 
business hours. Nothing would) 
please them so well as to have | 
you renounce your occupation and | 
associate with them. Much of the | 


|ninety years of age and said to 


him: “How have you made out to 
live so long and be so well?” The 
old man took the youngster to 
an orchard, and, pointing to some 


tion, and ruined of soul, he begged 
a biscuit from a grocer, and de- 
clared that he thought a dog’s 
life was better than a man’s. 
Such men will crowd around 
your anvil, or seek to decoy you 
off. They will want you to break 


out in the midst of your busy 
day to take a ride with them to 
Coney Island or to Central Park. 
They will tell you of some people 
you must see; or some excursion 
that you must take; of some Sab- 
bath day that you ought to dis- 
honor. They will tell you of ex- 
quisite wines that you must take; 
of costly operas that you must 
hear; of wonderful dancers that 
you must see; but before you ac- 
cept their convoy or their com- 
panionship, remember that while 
at the end of a useful life you 
may be able to look back to kind- 
nesses done, to ‘honorable work ac- 
complished, to poverty helped, to 
a good name earned, to Christian 
influence exerted, to a Savior’s 
cause advanced—these pleasure 
seekers on their death bed have 
nothing better to review than a 
torn play-bill, a ticket for the 
races, an empty tankard, and the 
cast-out rinds of a carousal; and 
as in the delirium of their awful 
death they clutch the goblet, and 
press it to their lips, the dregs 
of the cup falling upon their 
tongue, will begin to hiss and un- 
coil with the adders of an eternal 
poison. 

Cast out these men from your 
company. Do not be intimate with 
them. Always be polite. There is 


no demand that you ever sacrif ice 


politeness. A young man accosted 
a Christian Quaker with, “Old 
chap, how did you make all your 
money?” The Quaker replied, “By 
dealing in an article that thou 
mayest deal in if thou wilt— 
civility.” Always be courteous, but 
at the same time firm. Say no as 
if you meant it. Have it under- 
stood in store, and shop, and 
street that you will not stand in 
the companionship of the skeptic, 
the idle, the pleasure-seeker. 


Rather than enter the compan- 
ionship of such, accept the invi- 
tation to a better feast. The 
promises of God are the fruits. 
The harps of heaven are the mu- 
sic. Clusters from the vineyards 
of God have been pressed into 
the tankards. The sons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty are the 
guests. While, standing at the 
banquet, to fill the cups and divide 
the clusters, and command the 
harps, and welcome the guests, 
is a daughter of God on whose 
brow are the blossoms of Paradise, 
and in whose cheek is the flush 
of celestial summer. Her name is 
Bible Religion, spiritual Wisdom. 
“Her ways are ways of pleasant- 

ness, 

And all her paths are peace.” 
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TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES IN LITTLE SPATE 


a 


“| 


time they lounge around the doors | 
of fire houses and drug stores, or 
after the dining hour stand upon 
the steps of a fashionable hotel or 


| large trees full of apples, said: “I 
| planted these trees when I was a 
| boy, and do you wonder that now 


HI THERE! Are you a Christian 


uy 


RARE GIFTS 


Gifts For Everyone 


an elegant restaurant wishing to 
give you the idea that that is the | 
. place where they dine. But they do) 
not dine there. They are sinking 
down lower and lower, day by 
aay; -- 

Neither by day nor by night 
have anything to do with the id- 
Jers. Before you admit a man into 
your acquaintance ask him polite- 
ly, “What do you do for a living?”’ 
If he says, “Nothing, I am a 
gentleman,” look out for him. He 
may have a very soft hand, and 
very faultless apparel, and have 
a high-sounding family name, but 


his touch is death. Before you 
know it, you will in his presence 


I am permitted to gather tthe fruit 
of them?” We gather in old age 
what we plant in our youth. Sow 
to the wind and we reap the whirl- 
wind. Plant in early life the right 
kind of a Christian character, and 
you will eat luscious fruit in old 
age, and gather these harvest ap- 
ples in eternity. 


Beware Those Who Put 
Pleasure First 
Again: I urge you to avoid the 
perpetual pleasure-seeker. I be- 
lieve in recreation and amusement. 
I need it as much as I need bread. 
and go to my gymnasium with as 
conscientious a purpose as I go to 


be ashamed of your work dress. | the Lord’s Supper; and all persons 


Business will become to 


you|Of sanguine ‘temperament must 


drudgery, and after awhile you} have amusement wand recreation. 
will lose your place, and after- God would not have made us with 
ward your respectability, and last| the capacity to laugh if he had 
of all your soul. Idleness is next| ot intended us sometimes to in- 
door to villainy. Thteves, gamblers, | dulge it. We will go forth from the 
burglars, shop-lifters and assassins | festivities of coming holidays bet- 


are made from the class who have 
nothing to do. When the police 
go to hunt up and arrest a culprit 
they seldom go to look in at the 
busy factory, or behind the coun- 
ter where diligent clerks are em- 
ployed, but they go among the 
group of idlers. The play is go- 
ing on at the theater, when sud- 


denly there is a scuffle in the top) 
gallery. What is it? A policeman |! 
| it declares, 


has come in, and, leaning over, 


has tapped on the shoulder of a | 
young man, saying, “I want you, | 
cir.” He has not worked during | 


i 


ter prepared ito do our work. God 
hath hung in sky, and set in wave. 
and printed on grass many a 
roundelay; but he who Chooses 
pleasure-seeking for his life work 
does not understand for what God 
made him. Our amusements are 
intended to help us in some ear- 
nest mission. The thunder ‘cloud 
hath an edge exquisitely purpled, 
but with voice that jars the earth, 
“I go to water the 
green fields.” The wild flowers 
under the fence are gay, but they 
say, ‘We stand here to make room 


the day, but somehow has raked | for the wheat-field, and to re- 
together a quarter or two to get|fresh the husbandmen in their 


tnto the top gallery. He is an idler, | Nooning.” 


The stream sparkles 


The man on his right hand is an| and foams, and frolics, and says, 
idler, and the man on his left hand | “I go to baptize the moss. I lave 


is an idler. 


the spots on the trout. I slake the 


During the past few years there | thirst of the bird. I turn the wheel 


has been a great deal of dullness) 


of the mill. I rock in my crystal 


Pastors—Teachers—Christian workers 


Thousands of boys and girls, all ages 
have been inspired to attend Sunday 
School by these unusual gifts. Thousands 
won to Christ. Watch your S.S. and class 

row. Give a gift. GET ACQUAINTED OF- 

ER, 40 different gifts $1.00. Price list 
free. SURPRISE! 3—35c gifts with each 
order. Cardboard packed. 

EVARETT MILLS—Children’s Friend 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


5,000°m2!5""** WANTED 
? WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. Good com- 
Eon Send for free catalog and price 
ist. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Méetings 


Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


GOSPEL TENTS 
Canvas <..\'s"*'., Tabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 


Smith Mfg. Co., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $52.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $10.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 86, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


Christian Greeting Cards 
For Sale and For Personal Use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Oc- 


casions, Comforting, encouraging messages 
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as it is published as good as it is 
now,” 
Mrs. Mary A. Wells 
Santa Monica 1, California 
* * * 


“I- have found the paper very 


every message that the paper car- 


to others with the prayer that 
they will also receive a blessing 
from the messages.” 


who enjoys writing letters? Then 
Join Christian Pen Pal Club. De- 
tails free. John Snyder, Lemoyne, 
Pennsylvania. 


EERE REE 


CHURCH FURNITURE 

PEWS, PULPITS, ALTARS 

Prompt Delivery—Proven Quality 
Gunder Manufacturing Co. 
Box 435 Humbolt, Iowa 
BEER EER EREREREERERS 
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“To say I love THE Sworp OF | 
THE LorpD is putting it mildly. I| 
intend to always take it as long) 


profitable out here on the Mission | 
Field. Both my wife and I read! 


ries. We then pass on the paper) 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 
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Announcing the new 


CROWN 


TAPE RECORDER 


2 pete Ry age track 
2 Microphone Inputs 
40 Watts—covers 4, people 
while recording 


Outstanding for QUALITY 
Buy direct at NET prices 
As shown at Winona Lake 


International Radio & 
Electronics Corporation 


Box 123-R4 Elkhart, Ind. 
Write for Bulletin No. 87 
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TRUSTWORTHY TRACTS 


for use 
with sinners and saints 
“Victory,” ‘“‘Where Do We Go From Here?” 
“A Great Question For Christians” 
and other numbers 
Special assortments 
300 for $1.00 1,000 for $3.00 
Samples upon request 


GALILEE TRACT SOCIETY — Dept. SL 
2958 N. Damen Avenue Chicago 18, lil. 


WHOLESALE CATALOG 


Buy Famous Name Brands of Nationally 
advertised appliances, Household items, per- 


in business. Young men have com-| cradle muckshaw and waterlily.” | of cheer to the sick, sorrowing and shut- J. L. V. sonal items, Jewelry, etc., like Benrus, Ad- 

; . . Good ‘} oo |, Remi ae He ; : 
plained that they have little to| And so, while the world plays, it wot pape vtsmmngene ses Ty Write for Manila, Philippines Rogers, Seilaan Danna an 50%. 
do. If they have nothing else to; Works. Look out for the man who | Price List * * * Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog and au- 


do they can read and improve 
their minds and hearts. These 
times are not always to continue. 
Business is waking up, and the 
superior knowledge that in this 
interregnum of work you may ob- 
tain will be worth fifty thousand 
dollars of capital. The large for- 
tunes of the next twenty years 
are having their foundations laid 


always plays and never works. 
You will do well ‘to avoid those 
whose regular business it is to 
play ball, skate or go a-boating. 
All these sports are grand in their 
places. I never derived so much 
advantage from any ministerial as- 
sociation, as from a ministerial 
club that went out to play ball 
every Saturday afternoon in the 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. S, Buffalo 8, N. Y¥. 


‘T want to thank you from the 
bottom of my ‘heart for all that 
you have done for me with your 
magazine a friend has had sent to 
me. It’s the biggest treat I re- 
ceive when I go tto the mail box. 
I send it on to-California to a 
friend in the mountains. It seems 
to answer every question that 


thority to purchase 1 to 1000 items at 


wholesale. 
FLATWOODS 


Box 200-s Leesburg, Fla. 


helpful sermons in it each week 
along with other fine articles and 
means much to my ministry. It 
is from your paper many times 
that.I find just the sermons. my 
people need. The good illustrations 


this winter by the young men who| outskirts of Philadelphia. These R. M. — also add much to the messages. 
are giving th ives to self-im-| recreations are grand to give us Centralia, Washington! Thank God for you and the work 
provement. muscle and spirits for our regular ° ¥ . you are doing. Many souls are 


I went into a store in New York 
and saw five men, all Christians, 
_gitting around, saying that ‘they 
had nothing to do. It is an out- 
* wage for a Christian man to have 


toil. I believe in muscular Chris- 
tianity. A man is often not so near 
God with a weak stomach as when 
he has a strong digestion. But 
shun those who make it their life 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 
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“My Sworp expires this month 
and I just cannot miss a copy so 
I am enclosing my check for an- 
other year’s. subscription. THE 


SwWorRD OF THE LorD has many 


coming to know Jesus as Saviour 
through your ministry and through 
the pages of THE Sworp.” 
Rev, S. J. L. 
Camilla, Ga. 


